Reading Lesson

Collaboration and Team Planning are important.  Have the following prepared for students:

Word Wall

Classroom Library by reading levels and topics
Read Aloud

Vocabulary Words and study charts
Related Artifacts

Day One – Introducing Lesson

Activate Prior Knowledge  30 Minutes
Concept Building (Advance organizer)

Vocabulary Building- Review pronunciations – teacher led for accuracy

Thinking Maps for new vocabulary




Clue Words from new text; sentences written by students
Reading 40 Minutes
Read support material and discuss pictures and related topics.  Make predictions about story from title and bold print, etc.  Set purpose for reading.

Students read first section in several forms:  Paired Reading, partner reading, locating specific information and reading answers.
Discussion of first section with higher level questions that make predictions, teach cause and effect, determine fact and opinion or other specific reading skills.
Answer 5 – 6 questions related to main characters, problem and related plot development, and setting.  Use same format for nonfiction with different focus.  Work in cooperative groups.

Closure and Review 20 Minutes
Metacognition – Students share key elements of the day’s reading.  Students can show mastery of key concepts by

1. Sharing how they felt about the literature and why; stating parts that are liked and not liked with supporting content (Bloom’s Taxonomy-Evaluation).
2. Write a note to the editor explaining how the literature impacted the reader 

3. Write exit tickets (possibly to parents for signatures) about knowledge gained for the day
4. Homework – Read one news article (or other related print material) that relates to the literary work under discussion.  Watch a specific TV program and write two-three sentences that connect the program to the lesson.
Day Two – Developing Lesson

Activating Prior Knowledge 30 Minutes

(Read aloud using a different book, poem, or literature of different genre that is related to the lesson being studied.  Example:  If lesson uses fiction, real aloud can be nonfiction.)

Share materials read at home for Making Connections

Review vocabulary – use vocabulary in word games, meaningful sentences, or other word manipulations.
Developing Story 30 Minutes
Review answers to questions from Day One.

Continue reading; use a combination of partner reading,  silent reading, and teacher modeling.  

Complete reading of literature.

In cooperative groups discuss entire story and targeted reading skill.

Answer questions to mastery of key concepts.
Application and Closure 30 Minutes
Discuss writing topics related to story

Create Thinking Map to depict key aspects of materials read and make Writing Plan
Exit Ticket:  Topic, title and 3 key points to write about related to the story
Day Three – Completing Lesson

Anticipatory Activity—30 Minutes
Teacher Read-Aloud with higher order questions – same title as previous day
Review vocabulary and clue words (5 minutes)
Review key elements of story:  Characters, setting, plot, solution.  Make connections to real life. As a group rewrite ending of story from the viewpoint of another character. (Synthesis) Illustrate setting using a different time period – present in Port Arthur; compare the two (Analysis)
Making Connections – 30 Minutes

Use Writing Process to write a well developed composition or create a product (TV viewing box, slide show, PPT, etc.)  Students discuss topics and write individual responses to the story.  Stories and product can be shared and posted in bulletin board format. Letters to author, to a character in the story; recreate as a short skit using a different set of characters, place, etc. with the same circumstances. (Finish as homework.)
Differentiated Instruction – 30 Minutes
Center work on specific reading skills, learning games,  sustained silent reading, computer work, interventions (teacher’s group for students struggling with concepts), and reading conferences.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Note:  While careful planning may dictate different time frames, decide which time frame fits and stick to it.  If some students need extra time for intervention, plan such for extended day, etc.
