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   Marjorie N. Cole, Supervisor
Saturday, November 3, I enjoyed a wonderful concert presented by the Region X Middle School Choirs.  It was held at Fletcher Emmanuel Church Alive in Lumberton and had about 200 students representing twenty-six area schools.  Congratulations, Ora Gordon, Sandra Kinney and students for a job well done.

Friday morning, November 2, I watched a very energetic parade at Wilson/Washington Technology School that was led by the drummers and cheerleaders.  That combination was really great, and the two groups complemented each other very well.  Benjamin Bear was there too.  The parade was promoting Accelerated Reading.  Congratulations, parade organizers, and Arwyn Benson, on your drum line.  

Thursday afternoon, November 1, I attended a pep rally at the Ninth Grade Campus because a little bird told me that the 9th grade band members were going to play.  They were really excited that they have developed enough that they could play without the “older” students.  I enjoyed them tremendously – and more importantly – so did their peers and teachers.  Congratulations, Alvin Jackson and Trent Johnson.  Of course, the pep rally was “off the chain”; especially the “Cupid Shuffle”.  
The Port Arthur Economic Development Corporation sponsored several events during the week which paid tribute to youth empowerment and Junior Achievement.  Monday night, October 29, members from three Memorial groups performed:  Actors, Tumblers, and Drum line.  Thursday night, November 1, 4th and 5th grade Sam Houston Singers and Hand Bell Choirs entertained at the Banquet at the Holiday Inn.  All groups were very good, and the audiences were delighted to see and hear them all.  The response was great!  Congratulations to Henrietta Haynes, Rachel Haley, Trent Johnson and Alvin Jackson – Memorial; Ursula Arceneaux from Sam Houston, and all your talented students.  Also, thanks to Henrietta and Alvin (and Shipping and Receiving) for taking care of the CD’s for dinner music and sound equipment.
Friday, October 26, 4th grade singers from Dick Dowling performed at the Port Arthur News Citizen of the Year luncheon as a surprise to Mr. Wagner, their principal, who was one of the nominees.  Later, during the luncheon, Mr. Wagner was named the Citizen of the Year, so their performance became extra meaningful.  One of their selections involved making a Circle Thinking Map to give the audience descriptions of Mr. Wagner.  Congratulations, Pam Reddin and your students.

Saturday, October 27, drama students in grades 9-12 participated in a workshop that featured noted theater director C. Lee Turner from Prairie View A&M University.  Students learned many techniques involving stage presentation.  Congratulations Henrietta Haynes and Angel Murphy.  On Saturday, November 3, these students were joined by more drama students and other participants for UIL Literary events and their sponsors as they traveled to Sam Houston State University in Huntsville to attend a UIL Academic Workshop.  Henrietta is also the MHS UIL Academic Coordinator.
Wednesday, October 17, 100 of our band, choir, dance, and theater arts students, their sponsors, and administrators attended a live presentation of “Dream Girls” at the Theater Under the Stars in Houston.  In addition to this being an excellent extension of the classroom activity, the wonderful thing about this is that twice as many attended this year, and they don’t mind paying for this experience, for their bus(es), and to dine at “The Aquarium”.  You should see them all dressed up and looking good.  The theater attendants are always very complimentary about their attire and their behavior.  Keep it up, Sponsors.

Saturday, October 13, the Memorial band participated in the annual CavOILcade parade in downtown Port Arthur, and on Saturday, October 27, traveled to Prairie View to participate in their Homecoming Parade.  Saturday, October 20, one of our majorettes participated in the Region X twirling competition and earned a division II. Congratulations.  Each week, we have enjoyed watching our growing band members improve their skills, drills, and confidence as they entertained us at the MHS football games.  Not only that, we’re getting good press in the Port Arthur News about our band.  Congratulations band students, director Trent Johnson and his assistant, Alvin Jackson.  Let’s not leave out Penelope Prater, Evette Rodgers and all the band parents for the assistance they give with students after school each day and anytime they are needed. 
At Memorial’s Homecoming game, we enjoyed the Stephen F. Austin and Thomas Edison bands in the stands with the Memorial band.  They played alone and together, and that was nice.  Congratulations Neil Williamson (SFA) and Laurel Brownlee (Edison) and your students.

On Saturday, September 29, more than seventy choir students from grades 9-12 competed for spots in the Region X All Region Choir.  Fifteen MHS choir students successfully auditioned for Region Choir, singing songs in at least three languages.  Then, on Saturday, October 13, those same students participated in their second round of competition, and six of them sang their way into the “Top Twenty” in their respective sections – singing in Hebrew, no less.  On Thursday, November 29, they will have the opportunity to try and sing their way into the “Top Five” to continue in their quest for membership in the TMEA All State Choir.  On Saturday, November 10, all fifteen singers will participate in the Region X Choir Concert.  We will have members in all three choirs:  Treble, Tenor-Bass, and Mixed.  Congratulations choir students, Region members, and director Mollyn Cole.  Also, all teachers and parents who travel as chaperones.
Although all the groups that perform on Friday nights are not in our department, some of the members are – and as we always say:  “We are ALL Memorial”!  So, to Flames sponsor Araina Daniels and her assistant Janet Cook, Varsity and Junior Varsity Cheerleader sponsors Rachel Haley and Delores Calvin, Titan Crew and Half-time Commentator  sponsor Henrietta Haynes, and all your participants, Congratulations, and Thank you for a very entertaining eleven weeks!  
All divisions are engaging in some intensive preparation for our Fine Arts Winter Showcase which will be presented this year on Thursday, December 6 at 6:30 at MHS.  So, stay tuned.   

“Re-engineering for Academic Excellence”


