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During the Spring Break, several members of the high school band participated in a music festival in Orlando, Florida.  They earned a Division II for their concert presentation and brought back a beautiful trophy and plaque.  They were accompanied on the trip by several parents, and assistant principal, Donna Laverne.  Congratulations to the students, Director Trent Johnson and Assistant Alvin Jackson.

Recently the Memorial Ninth Grade Auditorium was the site for a “mock” UIL band contest. The Stephen F. Austin Middle School and Memorial High School bands simulated a UIL Concert and Sight Reading Contest, complete with judges, and music from our “bible”, the UIL Prescribed Music List.  After the three concert selections were played, they exited the stage, and then returned a short while later to do the sight reading portion.  Upon completion of the sight reading by each group, judges conducted a clinic.  Everything was professionally done, fascinating to watch, and fulfilling to hear.   
Congratulations to students from both groups, and directors Trent Johnson, Alvin Jackson, and Neil Williamson (SFA).
After the “mock contest”, about twenty-five of the youngsters from the high school band attended the performance of the Southern University Wind Band at Central Medical Magnet High School in Beaumont.  This was one of the stops on Southern’s tour to ‘promote music other than football entertainment music’.  During the concert, they invited members from local bands to play with them.  Jarrell Broussard and Courtney Fisk, members of the Memorial band, were among those.  They said the experience was “unforgettable”.



A spoken version of the opera “Porgy and Bess” was the choice of this year’s One Act Play for UIL competition.   The troupe, under the direction of Henrietta Haynes, earned a Division III in Zone competition at Kingwood High School.  The following individual honors were awarded:
Best Actor

Donovan Harris

All Star Cast

Lachelle Lavalais, George Romar

Honorable Mention, All Star Cast

Ariel Moses, Marlon Sanders, and Abraham Salazar

Best Technical Lighting

Lan Le

In UIL Literary Events, also at Kingwood HS, George Romar won Second Place in Prose Interpretation. In the Regional contest at Alief-Taylor High School, he placed Third.  Under the auspices of English-Language Arts Supervisor Carolyn Brown, George and three other students entered the state-wide School Bus Safety Speech Contest.  With permission, Mrs. Brown’s report follows:
“On Monday, April 14, 2008, four students competed in a state-wide School Bus Safety Speech Contest in Austin, Texas.  We are proud of all four students for making excellent presentations. 

 
Congratulations to George Romar, senior at Memorial High School, for placing second amongst the 34 competitors from across the state.  We also congratulate his sponsor, Ms. Henrietta Haynes, for her sponsorship.   George received a $500 scholarship for attaining this recognition.

 

The other three students received a $100 savings bond for their participation at the state level and for their first place wins at Region V  on   March 28, 2008.  They are Donovan Harris, Lan Le, also coached by Ms. Haynes and Shederick Flax coached by Ms. Mary Lathan at the Memorial 9th grade campus.”  


The gospel group, “Chozen”, an outgrowth of the MHS A Cappella Choir, has really grown in popularity since its inception.  The ensemble also performs standard choral repertoire on occasion, and has participated in several community functions this spring. “Chozen’s” accompanist is MHS graduate, Jarrod Phillips and the director is Mollyn Cole.
On Tuesday April 15, the annual State of the School Luncheon was held at the Carl Parker Center at Lamar State College – Port Arthur.   The audience was serenaded by two Memorial students who sang from their contest repertoire.   One student sang in French and the other sang in English; but, both songs were clearly understood because a vivid picture of each song was painted by Ms. Cole before it was performed.  Bequer Manuel and Tyrone Edwards captivated everyone with their singing.  They were accompanied on the piano by Lee Elementary General Music teacher, Renee Sprayberry.


At 6:30 P.M. on April 15, choir and band students held their annual solo and ensemble recital for parents, teachers, and friends in the Memorial High School Cafeteria.  The program was very good, and enjoyed by all in attendance.
On Tuesday, May 6, at 7:00 P. M. the choir and band will present a Spring Concert in the Memorial High School Auditorium.  Please come out and support these groups.  They have worked very hard this school year, and have made great strides.  
The culminating activity for both groups will be their appearance in Austin on May 26 at the Texas State Solo and Ensemble Contest (TSSEC).  This is the State UIL contest for all those students who earned a division I on a class I solo at their respective Region X contests in February.  Memorial will have almost twenty students competing at the University of Texas.  We wish them well, and hope they all bring back medals! 
Also, congratulations to the students who recently received letter jackets!  What an accomplishment!  



During the Spring, with all the activities our students and sponsors were involved in, we had to pull in other students to entertain the Parents Advisory Committee March meeting.  One such group was the Anointed Praise Dance Ministry under the direction of parents Krystal Alex and Phyllis Jones.  They did a wonderful job, and we thank them very much.

Fifth graders will attend a special band concert, during the day, in the high school Auditorium, on Tuesday, May 6th.  We’re hoping that this will be an annual occurrence to introduce the fifth graders to secondary school band.
Band directors will also make recruiting trips into the elementary schools to visit with fourth graders about beginning band next year when they are fifth graders.   We are working hard to return band to the elementary schools. 

for announcements about the dates and times for presentations from/by our Theatre, Dance, and Elementary Divisions.  
As we approach the end of the school year, each of our schools will have end-of-year performances featuring their children – either at night for PTA, or during the day.   Whenever you can, please support our children and their efforts to do the best they can.  

over the previous newsletters, where other accomplishments have been listed, fine arts has a number of reasons to 
Let’s embrace all the achievement, congratulate our students, celebrate the growth, and then “gear up” for the next step as we are continually  “re-engineering for academic excellence”.
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