[image: image1.jpg]





                    Fine Arts Department
Newsletter

February, 2008 

             Marjorie N. Cole, Supervisor 
Results of the Educational Drama Association competition:
Wilson @ Franklin Technology School
Poetry:
  

Reagan Jones

Superior


    
 

Henry Moore

Superior


    
 

Brian Moten


Superior

    
 

William Alexander

Excellent  


     
  

Kianna Ambrose

Excellent 

               
 

Cornethia Green
  
Excellent


     
 

Timothy Sam

Excellent
Prose:
  

Henry Moore

Superior



 

Reagan Jones

Excellent


    
  

Cornethia Green

Excellent

  

Kianna Ambrose

Good
Individual Mime:

Cornethia Green

Superior





Reagan Jones

Superior





Henry Moore

Superior





Brian Moten


Superior 

William Alexander

Excellent





Kianna Ambrose

Excellent





Timothy Sam

Excellent

Monologue Acting:  
Kianna Ambrose

Superior





Henry Moore

Excellent

Group Mime:       

Excellent
High Scorer:

Henry Moore – 36 Points.  
The school finished in 3rd place overall in the small school division.  

Congratulations to the Wilson @ Franklin theatre arts students and their director, Mrs. Veronica Toliver.

In the January newsletter, I announced the results of the Region X Middle School UIL Vocal Solo and Ensemble contest.  Since that time, Jhamiah Dixon from Edison has received a special medal for “Outstanding Male Vocalist”.  He was recommended by his judge.  Congratulations, Jhamiah and Director Ora Gordon!
Memorial High School Vocal Solo and Ensemble Contest
All students performed traditional Class I solos in a variety of languages (English, French, German, and Italian) from the UIL Prescribed Music List.

Receiving Accolades for a JOB WELL DONE:

Amanda Allen
Leonard Berard
DaSondra Bickham

Michael Collins
Lachelle Lavalais
Verschaun Lee

Keosha Lyons
Shaquel Morgan
Marlon Sanders

LaDonna Williams

STATE-BOUND 

Division I 
Courtney Alexander
Elcie Cunningham

Terran Dailey

Jacoby Edwards

Courtney Fisk

M’Kinzie Flakes

Tenia Francis

Donovan Harris

Torran Lockwood

Bequer Manuel

Angel Preston
Kym’isjah Riser
Brittany White

Congratulations to all participants, and Director Mollyn Cole.  The accompanist for all the instrumental and vocal soloists was Mrs. Renee Sprayberry, General Music teacher at Lee Elementary School.
In other news, the state convention of the Texas Music Educators’ Association was February 13 – 16 in San Antonio.  Attending from PAISD were Pamela Reddin (Dowling & Washington), Renee Sprayberry (Lee), Ursula Arceneaux (Sam Houston), Ora Gordon (Edison), Neil Williamson (SFA), and Marjorie Cole (C & I).  The meeting was wonderful, the concerts were divine, and we look forward to having our teachers share information with us in our next division meeting.  
At the high school, our band and choir are so busy with performances, their directors had to cancel plans to attend this year, but are looking forward to the Texas Bandmasters Association and Texas Choral Directors Association meetings in July.  As a matter of fact, Yolanda Adams, gospel recording artist will appear at the Robert A. “Bob” Bowers Civic Center on the 26, and the choir will be singing there at the invitation of the City of Port Arthur.

This was another busy month.  We had “Tet”, Valentine’s Day, competitions, Black History programs, conferences, a grading period, and a grand rush to complete 20 hours by March 1.  Choirs in all the schools have been performing on Black History programs, and in some cases, have planned the programs.  Congratulations to all of you.  
As we prepare to assist our colleagues during TAKS testing, and later with physical fitness testing, don’t forget to turn in a list of names for next year’s classes to your counselors, and schedule the trip to Austin for those high school students who qualified.

On Saturday, March 1st, the Wiley College Choir will perform in the Memorial Ninth Grade Auditorium at 4:00 in the afternoon. The admission is $10.00 for adults and $5.00 for students.  If you can’t get a ticket before then, you can pay at the door.  The program is being sponsored by the St. Paul United Methodist Church.  Please encourage your students to attend.  Recruiters will also be present to give information about getting into college.  Several former Memorial students are attending Wiley, the home of “The Great Debaters”.
Addendum to February Newsletter

Fine Arts students in general have been busily preparing programs and performing during this month.  A group of theatre arts students from the Ninth Grade Campus mesmerized an audience on the 24th with their dramatizations of how some people look at other people and draw misconceptions about those people without getting to know them first.  I suppose the moral of the lesson from those six students would be “you can’t judge a book by its cover”.  Congratulations students and Director Angel Murphy.
Physical Education teachers across the state are gearing up for the TEA- mandated FITNESSGRAM fitness tests.  All students in grades 3-12 will have to be tested unless they are medically exempt from physical education. In PAISD, building technology specialists and PE teachers have been receiving video training from TEA in the use of the software, schedules are being prepared, and you will be notified as to how you can help. So, stay tuned.  Testing will begin as soon as the software and kits get here, and the training takes place.  Edison PE teacher, Julie Spencer, will do the training. 
Thanks to Dr. Amanda Jones, Thomas Edison and Stephen F. Austin Middle Schools received a “Texas Fitness Now” grant which was issued by the Texas Education Agency.  While perusing a list of grants to see if there was something PAISD could qualify for, she noticed that their names were on a list of eligible schools.  The catch was that the schools had to apply to receive it.  So, she quickly formed a committee and got the grant written and mailed by the deadline date of October 1, 2007.  After a recent adjustment, the two schools received a total of $53,742.00 (proportionally divided by student population) to be used for physical education equipment, nutrition education, and in-service for the Austin and Edison physical education staffs.  Monitoring of the “Texas Fitness Now” requirements will extend through next school year. 

Until March…… 
Re-engineering for Academic Excellence


