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On the following pages are the standards (Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills - TEKS) for art that the Texas Education Agency (TEA) has determined students must master at each stage of development.  A rubric for assessing mastery, suggestions for authentic assessment and excerpts from the CEDFA Framework have also been included.   
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Texas Art Education Association
	TAEA Mission
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	To promote quality visual arts education in Texas by promoting visual
arts education as an integral part of the curriculum through professional development of knowledge and skills, representation of the art educators of Texas, service and leadership opportunities, and research and development of policies and decisions relative to practices and directions in visual arts education; to sustain and advance professional development; to encourage and promote the advancement of knowledge and skills.
The Texas Art Education Association believes:
· The visual arts are essential at all levels of human development. 
· The visual arts are sensitive to learning styles and multiple
intelligences: all students are capable.
· The visual arts develop critical and creative thinkers. 

· Visual literacy and self-expression in the visual arts are vital
forms of communication in our global society. 

· Quality visual arts education requires instruction by professional
certified art educators. 

· Continuous professional development is necessary for quality
teaching. 

· Active support of research and development in visual arts
education is essential. 

· Promotion and implementation of quality visual arts education
through communication with students, parents, school
administrators and community leaders. 


https://www.taea.org/taea/about.cfm 
Expected Levels of Performance Rubric
[Established by the Center for Educator Development in Fine Arts (CEDFA) and aligned with the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS)]:


At the end of
, most students will:

· Organize ideas from the environment (e.g., by using the five senses and identifying colors, textures, and forms)
· Draw shapes; combine more than two geometric forms in drawing and construction; draw persons; use a variety of art media, such as markers, crayons, paints, and clay for creative expression and representation of ideas and feelings

· Share art materials and tools when working in a group activity

· Confidently express ideas, thoughts, and feelings with a variety of media

· Demonstrate awareness of their environments and respond to natural and constructed forms

· Show interest in, understand, and appreciate artistic contributions of peers and artists


At the end of
, most students will:

· Identify principles such as emphasis, pattern, balance, proportion, and unity in artworks
· Create artworks using a variety of colors, forms, line, and media

· Express ideas about simple subjects, ideas, stories, and constructions in artwork

· Share ideas about art; demonstrate respect for others’ opinions; articulate reasons for preferences in personal artwork

· Share art materials and tools when working in a group activity

· Confidently express original ideas, thoughts, and feelings with a variety of media

· Demonstrate more sensitivity to their surroundings and respond to structures in natural and constructed forms

· Show greater understanding and appreciation of the artistic contributions of peers and artists
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At the end of the 
 art program, most students will: 
· Identify art elements (e.g., color, texture, form, line, and space) and art principles (e.g., emphasis, pattern, and rhythm)
· Integrate ideas, feelings, and other information in artworks, using a variety of elements and media
· Identify and compare stories and constructions in artworks; compare content in artworks from past, present, and world cultures; identify cultural dimensions and influences in artworks
· Identify ideas in artworks; interpret intent, ideas, and moods in original artworks; justify personal preferences, using appropriate terminology
· Work with maturing independence
· Demonstrate increasing ability and self-confidence in relating thoughts, feelings, and perceptions in two-dimensional expression
· Become more sensitive observers of line, color, texture, form, and pattern in natural and constructed forms
· Demonstrate more awareness and sensitivity to their own art efforts and those of their peers
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A complete set of TEKS is provided separately for elementary classroom teachers.
At the end of the 
 art program, most students will:
· Generate many new and different ideas
· Demonstrate awareness of works of art and the art history that preceded them

· Make intellectual selections and decisions based on personal values and intent to construct or interpret meaning

· Contribute ideas and effort toward the solution of group problems

· Express thoughts and feelings in a personal way through a variety of visual art materials

· Apply art and design concepts to a variety of contexts

· Devise and employ methods for judging ideas
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ART   Assessment Rubric for TEKS
6th Grade
“Art is to society as dreams are to people.”  Laliberte and Kehl
	Strand
	Score
0 1 2 3 4
	TEKS/Benchmarks
The student is expected to…

	6.1 Perception.  The student develops and organizes ideas from the environment.
	
	A)  illustrate themes from direct observation, personal experience, and traditional events

	
	
	B)  analyze and form generalizations about the interdependence of the art elements such as color, texture, form, line, space, and value; and principles such as emphasis, pattern, rhythm, balance, proportion, and unity, using art vocabulary appropriately.

	6.2 Creative Expression/Performance.  The student expresses ideas through original artworks, using a variety of media with appropriate skill.
	
	A) express a variety of ideas based on personal experience and direct observations

	
	
	B) describe in detail a variety of practical applications for design ideas

	
	
	C) demonstrate technical skills effectively, using a variety of art media and materials to produce designs, drawings, paintings, prints, sculptures, ceramics, fiberart, photographic imagery, and electronic media-generated art.

	6.3 Historical/Cultural Heritage.  The student demonstrates an understanding of art history and culture as records of human achievement.
	
	A) identify in artworks the influence of historical and political events

	
	
	B) compare specific artworks from a variety of cultures

	
	
	C) compare career and avocational opportunities in art

	6.4 Response/Evaluation.  The student makes informed judgments about personal artworks and the artworks of others.
	
	A) conduct in-progress analyses and critiques of personal artworks

	
	
	B) analyze original artworks, portfolios, and exhibitions of peers to form conclusions about formal properties and historical and cultural contexts.


Grade 7

“We look in order to classify, to label, to locate ourselves in space.”  Elliot Eisner
	Strand
	Score

0 1 2 3 4
	TEKS  Benchmark  

The Student is expected to…

	7.1  Perception.  The student develops and organizes ideas from the environment.
	
	A) illustrate ideas from direct observation, imagination, personal experience, and school and community events

	
	
	B) compare and contrast the use of art elements and principles, using vocabulary accurately.

	7.2  Creative Expression/ Performance.  The student expresses ideas through original artworks, using a variety of media with appropriate skill.
	
	A) create artworks based on direct observations, personal experience, and imagination

	
	
	B) incorporate design into artworks for use in everyday life

	
	
	C) produce drawings, paintings, prints, sculptures, ceramics, fiberart, photographic imagery, and electronic media-generated art, using a variety of art materials and tools in traditional and experimental ways.

	7.3  Historical/Cultural Heritage.  The student demonstrates an understanding of art history and culture as records of human achievement.
	
	A) analyze ways that international, historical, and political issues influence artworks

	
	
	B) analyze selected artworks to determine cultural contexts

	
	
	C) Identify career and avocational choices in art.

	7.4 Response/Evaluation.  The student makes informed judgments about personal artworks and the artworks of others.
	
	A) analyze and compare relationships, such as function and meaning, in personal artworks

	
	
	B) analyze original artworks, portfolios, and exhibitions by peers and others to form conclusions about formal properties, historical and cultural contexts, and intent.


Grade 8

“Painting is easy when you don’t know how, but very difficult when you do.” Edgar Degas
	Strand
	Score

0 1 2 3 4
	TEKS/Benchmarks 

The student is expected to…

	8.1 Perception.  The student develops and organizes ideas from the environment
	
	A) illustrate ideas from direct observation, imagination, and personal experience and from experiences at school and community events

	
	
	B) define a variety of concepts directly related to the art elements and principles, using vocabulary accurately.

	8.2 Creative Expression/ Performance.  The student expresses ideas through original artworks, using a variety of media with appropriate skill.
	
	A) create artworks integrating themes found through direct observation, personal experiences, and imaginations

	
	
	B) apply design skills to communicate effectively ideas and thoughts in everyday life

	
	
	C) select appropriate art materials and tools to interpret subjects or themes when producing drawings, paintings, prints, sculptures, ceramics, fiberart, photography/film making, and electronic media-generated art, traditionally and experimentally.

	8.3 Historical/Cultural Heritage.  The student demonstrates an understanding of art history and culture as records of human achievement.
	
	A) analyze ways in which electronic media/technologies have influenced art

	
	
	B) identify cultural ideas expressed in artworks relating to social, political, and environmental themes

	
	
	C) survey career and avocational opportunities in art

	8.4 Response/Evaluation.  The student makes informed judgments about personal artworks and the artworks of others.
	
	A) analyze with the teacher or peers personal artworks in progress, using critical attributes, and participate in individual and group critiques

	
	
	B) analyze original artworks, portfolios, and exhibitions by peers and others to form conclusions about formal properties, historical and cultural contexts, intents, and meanings.
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By the end of a 
 art program, most students will:

· Use many forms to successfully express original ideas

· Understand and manage the complexity of context to create and interpret

· Use media selectively and purposefully to communicate and test limits. 

· Reflect on understanding of design precedents and the position of objects in the environment

· Recognize personal strengths and weaknesses; discuss own work
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Art I/Level I

“Everything works when the teacher works.  It’s as easy as that, and as hard.”  Marva Collins
	Strand and Content/Processes

	Perception

Art I students use direct observation, imagination, and personal experiences as inspiration for artworks.  For planning original works, students record visual ideas about their environment and experiences in a sketchbook, on film, or on a computer.  Learners use concise vocabulary to compare and contrast the use of art elements and design principles in personal works and the works of others.


	Creative Expression/Performance
Art I students engage in planning to aid in the development of complex two-and three-dimensional artwork using imaginative combinations of materials.  For two-dimensional projects, they use pencils, markers, pastels, crayons, water-based paint, printmaking, photography, and electronic media.  Art I printmaking techniques include stamping, found object, monoprint, stencil, linoleum, woodcuts, and simple silk screen.  Experiences in photography provide students with opportunities to try variations in composition and record their environment.  Learners experiment with various electronic media applications, such as electronic multiples and original computer images.

Three-dimensional materials include clay, papier-mâché, plaster, wood, wire, found objects, and combinations of these media.  Three-dimensional techniques include both additive and subtractive methods of building.  Ceramic techniques for pottery and sculpture include coil, pinch, slab, and combinations of these methods.  Students learn various ways of decorating clay such as incising, staining, and glazing.  Students heighten their sensitivity to texture, color, and design through experiences in fibers, such as weaving on simple looms and two-and four-harness looms, stitchery, and soft sculpture.  Students may develop three-dimensional works, such as masks, animals, people, or abstract forms free and intuitively or planned from drawings.  Design decisions reflect conscious, thoughtful choices rather than spontaneous actions.

Art I students analyze ways that design affects daily life, especially as it influences consumer attitudes and choices.  Learners apply design skills in their lives outside of art class, creating folders and visuals for class presentations and school events and aiding in the installation of exhibits.  Through discussion and observation, students become aware of design principles as they apply to the planning of schools, homes, shopping centers, and public spaces.


	Historical/Cultural Heritage
By viewing reproductions, prints, videos, periodicals, books, or original artworks in museums, in galleries, or on the Internet, students in Art I investigate selected historical periods and styles from many cultures.  Through discussion with teachers and peers, students identify styles and trends, such as surrealism, pop art, or expressionism.  As learners investigate contemporary trends, they discover that art exhibits include combinations of light, video, and performance, whereas in the past, art exhibits were primarily collections of objects.  Through discussion and selected reading, students discover career opportunities available for persons who become highly skilled in art and design and lifelong opportunities for self-expression and artistic growth.


	Response/Evaluation
Art I students observe, discuss and write critically about their own artworks and works from selected periods and cultures.  They analyze their own artworks in the planning stage, in progress, and on completion.  They interpret and evaluate their own artworks and those of others in thoughtful discussions in which learners demonstrate attentiveness and respect for the opinions of others.  In these discussions and independently, they speculate about intent, process and result.  Students select work for a personal portfolio as a record of learning and growth.  Teachers and students collaborate in selecting works for different types of exhibits, such as those showing a wide variety of media, one medium only, or a particular theme in one or more media.


Art I/Level I

“Everything works when the teacher works.  It’s as easy as that, and as hard.”  Marva Collins
	Strand
	*Score

0 1 2 3 4
	TEKS Benchmarks

The student is expected to…

	(1) Perception.  The student develops and organizes ideas from the environment.
	
	A) illustrate ideas for artworks from direct observation experiences, and imagination

	
	
	B) compare and contrast the use of art elements (color, texture, form, line, space, value) and art principles (emphasis, pattern, rhythm, balance, proportion, unity) in personal artworks and those of others, using vocabulary accurately.

	(2)  Creative Expression/Performance.  The student expresses ideas through original artworks, using a variety of media with appropriate skill.
	
	A) create visual solutions by elaborating on direct observation, experiences, and imagination

	
	
	B) create designs for practical applications,

	
	
	C) demonstrate effective use of art media and tools in design, drawing, painting, printmaking, and sculpture.

	(3)  Historical/cultural heritage.  The student demonstrates an understanding of art history and culture as records of human achievement.
	
	A) compare and contrast historical and contemporary styles, identifying general themes and trends

	
	
	B) describe general characteristics in artworks from a variety of cultures

	
	
	C) compare and contrast career and avocational opportunities in art.

	(4)  Response/evaluation.  The student makes informed judgments about personal artworks and the artworks of others.
	
	A) interpret, evaluate, and justify artistic decisions in personal artworks

	
	
	B) select and analyze original artworks, portfolios, and exhibitions by peers and others to form precise conclusions about formal qualities, historical and cultural contexts, intents, and meanings.


*Suggested scoring system for Mastery for each level:  0 = Non-mastery, Re-teach.

1 = 70-74; 2 = 75-79; 3 = 80-89; 4 = 90-100

*Art II/Level II/Drawing II
“That which is static and repetitive is boring. That which is dynamic and random is confusing.  In between lies art.”    John Locke
	Strand and Content/Processes

	Perception

Building on skills learned in Art I, Drawing II students search for parallels between visual structures in their natural and human-made environments.  They then incorporate their findings in visual themes. Students use concise vocabulary to evaluate and compare the suitability of drawing materials for expressing visual themes in their own work.



	Creative Express/Performance

Drawing II students create original works using pencils, charcoal, soft pastels, oil pastels, pen or brush and ink, markers, and electronic and mixed media.  Learners experiment with various types of papers and grounds.  Students plan and execute complex works, such as perspectives, landscapes, portraits, self-portraits, and abstractions from sketchbook’s, still lifes (sic), and models.  Students develop their own artistic interests and themes by making several drawings with similar intent and subjects but with changes in technique, format, and/or media.

Students apply drawing skills in their own lives, such as using drawing to illustrate their writing.



	Historical/Cultural Heritage

Students in Drawing II investigate selected historical periods and styles by viewing drawings from the accomplished artists.  They select an historical period or style to research independently.  They select and compare drawings from many cultures to gain insight into ways that similar ideas can be expressed differently.



	Response/Evaluation

Drawing II students critique, evaluate, and interpret their own drawings and the drawings of others.  Students collect work for a personal portfolio as a record of growth and as the basis of future planning.




* Art I can also be followed by Painting, Jewelry, Sculpture, Electronic Media, Ceramics, Photography, Printmaking, or Fibers II, III, and IV.
*Art II/Level II/Drawing II (see preceding page)
“That which is static and repetitive is boring. That which is dynamic and random is confusing.  In between lies art.”    John Locke
	Strand
	Score

0 1 2 3 4
	TEKS Benchmark   
The student is expected to…

	(1) Perception.  The student develops and organizes ideas from the environment.
	
	A) interpret visual parallels between the structures of natural and human-made environments

	
	
	B) compare suitability of art materials and processes to express specific ideas relating to visual themes, using precise art vocabulary

	(2)  Creative Expression/Performance.  The student expresses ideas through original artworks, using a variety of media with appropriate skill.   
	
	A) formulate multiple solutions to expand personal themes that demonstrate intent

	
	
	B) apply design skills in creating practical applications, clarifying presentations, and defining choices made by consumers

	
	
	C) select from a variety of art media and tools to communicate specific ideas in drawing, painting, printmaking, sculpture, ceramics, fiberart, jewelry, photography/filmmaking, and electronic media-generated art.

	(3)  Historical/cultural heritage.  The student demonstrates an understanding of art history and culture as records of human achievement.
	
	A) study a selected historical period or style of art

	
	
	B) analyze specific characteristics of artworks in various cultures

	
	
	C) select and research career and avocational choices in art.

	(4)  Response/evaluation.  The student makes informed judgments about personal artworks and the artworks of others.
	
	A) select and critique artworks in progress, making decisions about future directions in personal work

	
	
	B) select and critique original artworks, portfolios, and exhibitions by peers or others.


**Art III/Level III/Drawing III
“The test of a vocation is the love of the drudgery it involves.”  Logan Pearsall Smith
	Strand and Content/Processes

	Perception

Drawing III students identify sources for their work by examining their physical, emotional, social, and political environments.  Learners establish connections between things similar and dissimilar and synthesize by taking objects apart and reassembling them in new ways.  Students identify local, state, national, and global issues as sources for their works and interpret their ideas in their personal styles.  Students record these ideas, fragments, symbols, metaphors, and written notations in a sketchbook or art journal for use in the studio in planning future works.  Investigating, interpreting, and reinventing a subject by attempting multiple solutions lead students into thematic development.  Students use vocabulary specific to the discipline of drawing, including appropriate terminology for equipment, materials, and processes.


	Creative Expression/Performance
Drawing III students create original drawings using various techniques and media.  They emphasize space and form through range of value, placement, reflections, and shadows.  They consider background an integral part of the work.  By varying the scale of their drawings, they explore the intimacy of small works and the boldness of large pieces.  Students add another dimension to their works by experimenting with combinations of likely and unlikely materials and techniques, such as wax resist, printing, and collage.



	Historical/Cultural Heritage
Students in Drawing III independently review the sources of art works of a selected period, style, or movement and identify cultural, historical, and political influences.



	Response/Evaluation
Students photograph key pieces of their work to become part of a slide portfolio for competition, entrance into post-secondary education, or scholarship applications.




**Art II can also be followed by Graphic Design III and IV, or Art History.
**Art III/Level III/Drawing III (see preceding page)
“The test of a vocation is the love of the drudgery it involves.”  Logan Pearsall Smith
	Strand
	Score

0 1 2 3 4
	TEKS/Benchmark
The student is expected to…

	(1) Perception.  The student develops and organizes ideas from the environment.
	
	A) analyze visual characteristics of natural and human-made subjects in a variety of ways, illustrating flexibility in solving problems, creating multiple solutions, and thinking imaginatively

	
	
	B) analyze visual qualities to express the meaning of images and symbols, using precise art vocabulary.

	(2)  Creative Expression/Performance.  The student expresses ideas through original artworks, using a variety of media with appropriate skill.
	
	A) solve visual problems by planning and attempting a variety of solutions

	
	
	B) solve visual problems and develop multiple solutions for designing ideas, clarifying presentations, and evaluating consumer choices, using design skills

	
	
	C) select from a variety of art media and tools to express intent in drawing, painting, printmaking, sculpture, ceramics, fiberart, jewelry, photography/filmmaking, and electronic media-generated art.

	(3)  Historical/cultural heritage.  The student demonstrates an understanding of art history and culture as records of human achievement.
	
	A) study a selected period, style, or movement in art

	
	
	B) trace influences of various cultures on contemporary artworks

	
	
	C) analyze a selected career opportunity in art, identifying the training, skills, and plan of action necessary for realizing such a goal.

	(4)  Response/evaluation.  The student makes informed judgments about personal artworks and the artworks of others.
	
	A) select artworks for a personal portfolio based on evaluation of developmental progress, competence in problem-solving, and a variety of visual ideas

	
	
	B) analyze original artworks, portfolios, and exhibitions to form conclusions about formal qualities, historical and cultural contexts, intents, and meanings and to show innovation and provide examples of in-depth exploration of one or more themes.


Art IV/Level IV/Drawing IV
“To affect the quality of the day, that is the highest of the arts.”  Henry David Thoreau
	Strand and Content/Processes

	Perception
Drawing IV students develop themes and individual styles in personal artworks.  Sources of visual ideas for their work come from students’ investigations of their environments.



	Creative Expression/Performance

Students in Drawing IV create original drawings in their own styles, developing themes ranging from pictorial accuracy to subjective interpretation.  They use pencils, graphite, soft pastels, oil pastels, pen or brush and ink, markers, charcoal, and electronic and mixed media.



	Historical/Cultural Heritage
Drawing IV students analyze and interpret themes in art history as rich sources of inspiration for their works.  They identify recurring themes in different periods and cultures.  Through reading current literature such as art periodicals, they analyze the effects of contemporary culture on artists of today.



	Response/Evaluation
Working with a partner or in small groups, students engage in analytical discussion and speculation on intent, process, and result.  Drawing IV students design and install senior exhibits as solo exhibits or as group exhibits with other seniors.  The exhibits may be located in the school or community and include examples of student work that demonstrate high degrees of creativity and technical sophistication.




Art IV/Level IV/Drawing IV

“To affect the quality of the day, that is the highest of the arts.”  Henry David Thoreau
	Strand
	Score

0 1 2 3 4
	TEKS/Benchmarks

The student is expected to…

	(1) Perception.  The student develops and organizes ideas from the environment.
	
	A) create themes for personal artworks that integrate a broad range of visual observations, experiences, and imagination

	
	
	B) make subtle discriminations in analyzing complex visual relationships and content, using precise art vocabulary

	(2)  Creative Expression/Performance.  The student expresses ideas through original artworks, using a variety of media with appropriate skill.
	
	A) produce an original body of artwork that integrates information from a variety of sources and demonstrates sustained, self-directed investigations into specific themes

	
	
	B) evaluate and justify design ideas and concepts for use in personal artworks

	
	
	C) create artworks, singularly and in series, by selecting from a variety of art materials and tools appropriate to course work in drawing, painting, printmaking, sculpture, ceramics, fiberart, jewelry, photography/filmmaking, and electronic media-generated art.

	(3)  Historical/cultural heritage.  The student demonstrates an understanding of art history and culture as records of human achievement.
	
	A) identify and illustrate art history as a major source of interpretation

	
	
	B) analyze and evaluate the influence of contemporary cultures on artworks

	
	
	C) evaluate a selected career in art, justifying the choice.

	(4)  Response/evaluation.  The student makes informed judgments about personal artworks and the artworks of others.
	
	A) develop evaluative criteria for selecting artworks to include in a portfolio and senior exhibition that demonstrate a high level of creativity and expertise in one or more art areas

	
	
	B) analyze a wide range of artworks to form conclusions about formal qualities, historical and cultural contexts, intents, and meanings.




“I saw the angel in the marble and carved until I set him free.”  Michelangelo
Learning in art may be demonstrated in a variety of ways, including paper/pen format, presentation/performance, and a video or audio log of works in progress.  Assessment facilitates learning by aiding in planning, developing a base of evidence for documenting student performance, providing tools for student self-assessment, evaluating overall teaching performance.

	Assessments for K-5
	Additional Assessments for 7-12

	Observation

Inquiry

Class Discussion/Group Critique

Interview

Portfolio

Demonstration

Self-assessment

Checklist

Audio/Video Recording

Projects

Oral Critique

Written Critique


	Oral Test
Written Test

Oral Research Report

Written Research Report

Outside Critique




Whatever assessment tools are selected, art teachers should align their assessment practices with the following principles:
· Teachers continually monitor student performance, providing formative evaluations so that instruction and assessment are intertwined.

· Students are not assessed on content or skills that they have not had an opportunity to learn.

· Multiple sources of evidence on student performance are preferable to any single source.

· Students are aware of criteria for satisfactory performance before beginning a task.

· Students learn strategies for self-assessment and explain their thinking processes.

· The teacher communicates student performance clearly to students, parents, and other professionals.

CEDFA Art Curriculum Framework, page 76
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*Suggested scoring system for Mastery:  0 = Non-mastery, Re-teach.

1 = 70-74; 2 = 75-79; 3 = 80-89; 4 = 90-100
A complete set of TEKS for K-5 is provided separately for elementary classroom teachers.
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