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Sixth Grade General Music
(Instrumental or Vocal)

Draft

Fine Arts Curriculum Framework Strands and Content/Processes 

from CEDFA,
TEKS Benchmarks/Rubrics 
Sixth Grade General Music Teachers

1.  On the following pages are the benchmarks (TEKS) that the Texas Education Agency has determined students must learn in music beginning with kindergarten, and culminating in grade 12 (Level IV).  

A Scope and Sequence is being prepared to align material taught during each six weeks.  At the time of this writing, sixth grade students are in middle school, and are either assigned to band or choir; therefore, this assessment is being offered as a supplement by any teacher, or as a suggestion for fifth grade band.
Sample rubrics for assessing mastery of the TEKS are included here that can be adapted for your individual use.  (Consider whether students show mastery sometimes, all the time, never; or if you prefer using  1 (D),  2 (C),  3 (B),  or 4 (A).)  
Sample rubrics for assessing three- and six- week grades are posted with  elementary and band or choir.   If you have already developed a method which is working for you, please share it with the other music teachers.
2.  Descriptions of each strand as published by the Center for Educator Development in Fine Arts (CEDFA) are included prior to each set of benchmarks.  Preparation of the CEDFA publication was funded “by TEA as a service to school administrators, teachers, and others interested in the educational program of the state.”

Draft

Music Curriculum Framework Strand and Content/Processes

Outlined by the 

Center for Educator Development in Fine Arts (CEDFA) 

Perception – the tools of the discipline, i.e., vocabulary, elements, concepts, and principles.  Students begin their music education at an awareness level and move through grade sequences building the understandings described in each course’s statement of student expectations.

Creative Expression/Performance – the “making of music” which encompasses repertoire, performing by singing and/or playing individually and in groups, reading and writing music, and creating and arranging within specified guidelines.  Students progress from very basic, simple performances to complex performances that require accumulated knowledge and skills.
Historical/Cultural Heritage – the connections students make within the discipline to gain understandings of music’s roles and influences in different societies and time periods.  Learners study the circumstances and events that influenced composers and musicians in order to preserve certain musical styles and traditions.

Response/Evaluation – criteria built over the course of studies to assess musical works.  Students learn to confidently and credibly compare, contrast, synthesize, and evaluate personal works and the works of others.  Teaching students to consider and to clearly articulate the reasoning behind their opinions is an important aspect of this strand.

Grade Level Descriptions are taken from the

Music Curriculum Framework developed by the 

Center for Educator Development in Fine Arts  

(CEDFA), page 22.

“The following courses are described in broad terms and include suggestions that are neither definitive nor all-inclusive.  These descriptions and vignettes* are provided to stimulate curriculum development at the local level and to demonstrate the wide range of instructional strategies encompassed by the TEKS.  This flexibility is provided so that each district and campus can implement the TEKS with the particular strengths, needs, and interests of its students and community in mind.”

*The vignettes are not duplicated here, but may be found in the Framework on pages 23-28 (K-5.  6-8 and Levels I-IV follow K-5.)
NOTE:

The following scoring systems may be used for assessment:
4 = Excellent (or Advanced)  =  A.          3  =  Good (or Proficient)  =  B.

2 = Satisfactory (or Basic)  = C.     1  = Unsatisfactory  = D.      0   =   Failure   =  F.
Yes = 3


Sometimes = 2


Seldom = 1

Average total scores by the number of times a particular TEKS is checked to arrive at an overall score.  Then, that can translate to your E, S, N, & U grades.  Ex:  If there are 10 descriptors, the highest possible score will be 30.   27-30  = E;  23-26 = S;  19-22 = N;  15-18 = U;  14–Below = Failure.
PAISD Grading Scale
	A
	B
	C
	D
	F

	90-100
	80-89
	75-79
	70-74
	69 or below




At the middle school level, teacher, peer, 
and self-assessments help students 
identify what they have done well, what they can improve, 
and strategies for making improvements.  Thoughtful self-assessment stimulates personal achievement and encourages students to take responsibility for their education. 
 



Course Title:  General Music, Grade 6
	Strand
	Content/Processes

	Perception
	Teachers identify comfortable ranges for student voices and select music that encourages continued participation in music.  Pitched and non-pitched instruments are added to song literature.  Recorders, resonator bells, and xylophones expand ranges and harmonic concepts.  Clefs other than treble may be added to the musical vocabulary.  Computer technology facilitates music notation. Students who have worked with both major and minor scales can learn about the modes..

	Creative Expression/Performance
	Technical performance skills are addressed whenever students perform.  Students work on small group, ensemble, and whole class musical presentations, and they demonstrate basic ensemble skills in every class.  They prepare written and memorized music for formal and informal performances.  Structured, choreographed body movements can help maintain student interest and focus.  Students apply knowledge of treble, bass clef, and the grand staff in arranging rhythmic and melodic phrases.

	Historical/Cultural Heritage
	The study of musical compositions expands to include some of the larger forms, such as overtures, suites, symphonies, concertos, oratorios, and operas.  Selections should represent various cultures and historical periods.

	Response/Evaluation
	Students reflect on their own and others’ performances, discuss their observations and develop criteria that can be applied to both group and personal performances.


Rubric for Evaluating TEKS Mastery
Sixth Grade Elementary (General) Music
Student’s Name_________________________Date____________Class/Period/Day__________________

	TEKS/Strand
	    Benchmark

The student is expected to…  
	Correlated Curriculum

(from TMEA/TMAC Curriculum & Assessment Project 2007)
	Score

 Yes

Sometimes

Seldom

	6.1 Perception.  The student describes and analyzes musical sound and demonstrates musical artistry.
	A.  individually

demonstrate characteristic vocal or instrumental timbre. 
	1. Demonstrate characteristic vocal tone with long, round, tall vowels, diction and articulation with appropriate posture and breath control
2. Demonstrate characteristic instrumental tone with a resonant and full sound and articulation with appropriate posture and breath control (wind instruments).
	

	
	B. use standard terminology in explaining intervals, music notation, musical instruments or voices, and musical performances;
	1. Use a system for writing/reading the diatonic scales;
2. Use rhythm syllables and/or counting system;

3. Identify the components of printed music including:

         -Staff, clef, key and meter signatures

         -Tempo, dynamic, articulation and style markings

         -Composer/arranger listings

         -Vocal/Instrumental parts and/or groupings;

4. Label simple intervals from Prime to Octave;

5. Recognize and label I, IV & V chords
	

	
	C. identify music forms presented aurally and through music notation.
	1. Identify musical forms (theme and variations, AB, ABA, etc.)

2. Identify phrase forms (same and different, question and answer, melodic sequence, etc.
	

	6.2.1 Creative Performance/Expression. The student sings or plays an instrument individually or in groups, performing a varied repertoire of music.
	A. perform independently, with accurate intonation and rhythm, demonstrating fundamental skills and basic performance techniques;
	1. Demonstrate correct posture at all times: Sit or stand tall with head erect, shoulders back but relaxed, and both feet flat on the floor;
2. Use diaphragmatic breathing and breath control;

3. Demonstrate rhythmic accuracy and internalized pulse.
	

	
	B. perform expressively, from memory and notation, a varied repertoire of music representing styles from diverse cultures; and


	1. Perform music of various styles and cultures using appropriate stylistic techniques (word stress vocal, note and phrase length/stress instrumentally) and expression (dynamic contrast).
	

	
	C. demonstrate appropriate small-and large-ensemble performance techniques during formal and informal concerts.

	1. Demonstrate balance, blend, and intonation within section and between sections;

2. Perform with note accuracy, rhythmic accuracy and stability, appropriate style, accurate phrasing, with dynamic contrast;

3. Use pure and unified vowel formation and strong consonant enunciation for ensemble singing;

4. Play or sing independent part within the ensemble;

5. Respond to the conductor’s gestures;

6. Dress appropriately and demonstrate proper stage etiquette in concert settings.
	

	6.2.2 Creative Performance/Expression.  The student reads and writes music notation.
	A. sight-read simple music in treble and/or other clefs in various keys and meters:
	1. Sight-read diatonic melodies in the keys of C, F, G major and a, d, e minor in 2/4, ¾, 4/4 or 6/8 meters, using simple and dotted eighth, quarter, half, whole notes, and rests;

2. Sight-read individual melodic lines using melodic skips within the tonic (I) and dominant (V) chords only.
	

	
	B. use standard symbols to notate meter, rhythm, pitch, and dynamics (manuscript or computer-generated);
	1. Notate simple melodies and rhythms using known music symbols from 6.2.2.A and 6.2.2 C.
	

	
	C. identify music symbols and terms referring to dynamics, tempo, and articulation and interpret them appropriately when performing.
	1. Identify and interpret music symbols and terms;

2. Dynamics: crescendo, decrescendo, pp through ff.

3. Tempo: presto, allegro, moderato, andante, adagio, largo

4. Tempo modifications: ritard, accelerando, fermata;
5. Articulation: staccato, legato, slur, marcato.
	

	6.2.3. Creative performance/Expression.  The student creates and arranges music within specified guidelines.
	A. create rhythmic and melodic phrases
	1. Improvise four measures vocally with given rhythm or other parameters

2. Improvise on chosen instrument in question/answer format and using given rhythms or other parameters;

3. Compose music specifically for speaking voice or for singing voice.
	

	
	B. arrange rhythmic and melodic phrases
	1.  Arrange simple four-measure melodies using eighths, quarters, half, and whole notes and rests starting and ending on tonic.
	

	6.3.1 Historical/Cultural.  The student relates music to history, to society, and to culture.
	A. describe aurally-presented music representing diverse styles, periods, and cultures
	1. Compare and contrast music of at least two diverse styles, periods, and cultures
	

	
	B. describe music-related vocations and avocations
	1. Describe amateur and professional music vocations and avocations including music educator, singer, instrumentalist, composer, conductor, audio and video engineer, marketing and public relations, and other music careers.
	

	
	C. perform music representative of diverse cultures, including American and Texas heritage; and
	1. Sing, play and move to music of a variety of cultures including North and South American, Native-American, African-American, Asian-American, and Mexican-American,

2. Discuss the significance and background of that music.
	

	
	D. relate the other fine arts to music concepts.
	1. Identify common themes or concepts between music and other arts disciplines using a variety of media.
	

	6.4.1  Response/Evaluation.  The student responds to and evaluates music and musical performance.
	A. identify criteria for evaluating performances
	1. Develop a list of musical (rhythm, melody, harmony, balance, blend, style, dynamics, etc.) and extra-musical (appearance, performance demeanor, etc.) criteria for evaluating the accuracy and effectiveness of individual and group performances.
	

	
	B. evaluate the quality and effectiveness of music and musical performances; and
	1. Using the list of musical criteria from 6.4.1 (A) discuss the quality and effectiveness of specific music compositions; 
2. Using the list of musical and extra musical criteria from 6.4.1(A) discuss the accuracy and effectiveness of individual and group performances
	

	
	C. exhibit concert etiquette as an informed, actively involved listener during varied live performances.
	1. Attend and participate appropriately in various performance venues both formal and informal

2. Demonstrate appropriate concert etiquette and attire

3. Provide appropriate responses with respect to the effect and quality of the performance.
	


Fine 


Arts








Art











Band





Elementary/General


     Music





Dance








Choir





Theatre Arts








PAGE  
8

