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        Fine Arts Department
Newsletter

November 26, 2007
Here’s hoping that EVERYBODY had a wonderful Thanksgiving Holiday!
Saturday, November 10.  After weeks preparing for competition, placement in the choirs, and numerous rehearsals, Region X TMEA – HS Vocal Division, presented the Treble Choir, Men’s Choir, and Mixed Choir in concert.  Approximately 366 students representing almost thirty schools presented a VERY GOOD concert from the stage of the newly renovated Julie Rogers Theater.  Memorial HS had fifteen students distributed among the three choirs.  Marlon Sanders, Men’s Choir, was selected for a solo by audition in one of the songs, then he, Jacoby Edwards, and Ronald Washington ad libbed on a gospel piece.  Way to go, Guys!  Clinicians for the Treble Choir from the University of Houston, and Men’s Choir from Plano High School, were able to select the music those choirs sang, but the clinician for the Mixed Choir from Stephen F. Austin University presented the competition music for the All-State Choir.  Congratulations all fifteen MHS students and director Mollyn Cole for your successful concert.  Accompanist for the Men’s Choir was yours truly. 
Speaking of Region Choir and Competition Music, the six MHS students who sang in the Mixed Choir will be in competition again on Thursday, November 29.  This will be the pre-area contest in the climb toward All State Choir participation (or third-round as we call it).  We certainly wish them well as they travel to West Brook High School to compete.  Twenty students in each of the eight sections will compete, but only five each will move to the next elimination.  

Wednesday, November 14, the MHS Band was invited to play at Trinity-Aldersgate United Methodist Church for the arrival of the Traveling Vietnam Memorial Wall.  People who came from far and near to witness this momentous occasion took pictures, cheered, and applauded an ensemble of twenty students as they played a variety of patriotic music.  Congratulations to the students, band director Trent Johnson, and assistant director Alvin Jackson for your preparation and participation.  
Thursday, November 15 marked the date of the official ceremony for the unveiling of the Traveling Vietnam Memorial Wall.  For this occasion, there was an ensemble of thirteen singers from the MHS Choir.  They were applauded as they sang patriotic and inspirational music under the direction of Mollyn Cole.  They also sang backup to a soloist from the sponsoring church that was very well received; but the emotional rendition of “God Bless America” sung by junior, Bequer Manuel, brought the entire assemblage to their feet, and tears to the eyes of many attendees.  Congratulations, Bequer.  (Bequer was a 2006 UIL State Solo gold medalist and the recipient of one of the coveted state Outstanding Performer medals.)
{I would be remiss if I didn’t stop here and thank everyone involved in the last-minute preparations to honor the invitations on the 14th and 15th.  We couldn’t have done it without you! It was a wonderful experience for the students and patrons.   Thank you very much.}
Monday, November 26, 12:00 Noon.  This marks the annual ceremony at the Jefferson County Courthouse of the “Lighting of the Christmas Tree”.  Schools in the county are invited by rotation to sing for the occasion, and this is Memorial’s year.  NOTE:  I just returned from the performance, and they did an EXCELLENT job!  All the judges and commissioners, secretaries, etc., came from their offices and listened to the lovely Christmas music.  At the end, there was a sing-along where everyone got a chance to join in.   Congratulations, Choir!  All the TV stations were there, so tune in at 5, 6, and 10.
Thursday, November 29.  Pre-Area Vocal Contest – West Brook.  Good luck.
Thursday, November 29.  Derek Young will represent MHS Band at the Parents’ Advisory Meeting by playing his 4-mallet Xylophone and Snare Drum competition music.   Good luck, Derek. 

Saturday, December 1.  The MHS band will participate in the Port Neches Christmas Parade at 2:00 in the afternoon, and the Beaumont Christmas Parade at 6:00 in the evening.  Whew!

Wednesday, December 5.  The MHS Choir will present Christmas entertainment for the PTA meeting at Stilwell Technical Center. 10:00 a.m.
Thursday, December 6.   Students and teachers representing Fine Arts classes and organizations across the District will present a Winter Showcase.  The second edition of this event is shaping up very nicely, and everyone involved is putting on the final touches to their ‘Holiday’ renditions.  We are looking forward to this year’s presentation at Memorial High School.  Changes made to last year’s first showcase, we hope, will make it better and shorter.  But, you will have to be there to ‘compare and contrast’.  
Saturday, December 8.  The Region X TMEA HS All Region Symphonic Band contest, Lumberton High School.  Good luck, students.
Saturday, December 8.  Band students will also participate in the Port Arthur Las Posadas, Bethlehem on the Boardwalk.  6:00 p.m.

Sunday, December 9.  MHS Choir, Sunday Night Live @ the O. W. Collins Elderly Apartments. 5:00 p.m.  Christmas and Inspirational entertainment.
Wednesday, December 12.  MHS Choir @ the MHS PTSA meeting at 6:00 p.m.  Christmas entertainment.

Thursday, December 13. MHS Choir @ “Seniors Alive!” group -- Mt. Sinai MBC.  Noon, 
Thursday, December 13.   Port Arthur Christmas Parade.  6:00 p.m.  The MHS band will participate.

Saturday, December 15.  Nederland Christmas Parade.  6:00 p.m.  The MHS band will march in the last Christmas parade of their season.  Good luck, band members.

Traditional PTA programs will feature middle school and elementary groups throughout the season at all the Elementary schools.  Please accompany your school-aged children to their programs.  

Happy Holidays!
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