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On Wednesday, April 2, the gymnasium at the Wheatley School for Early Childhood Development was alive and active with adults!   Almost fifty middle school physical education teachers, science teachers, nurses, cafeteria managers, assistant principals, principals, child nutrition directors, a YMCA fitness director, dance teachers, and a couple of elementary physical education teachers were “connecting-the-dots” with 
.

  (Coordinated Approach To Child Health) is a coordinated school health program which builds an alliance of parents, teachers, child nutrition personnel, school staff, and community partners to teach children and their families how to be healthy for a lifetime.  It is a tool that is approved by the Texas Education Agency for bringing schools, families, and communities together to work toward creating a healthy learning environment.    The 
 activities teach children that eating healthy and being physically active every day can be FUN, and that healthy habits can be established that will promote behavioral changes that can carry into adulthood. 
 activities are correlated with the TEKS. 
This Region V activity which included educators from the Buna, Kirbyville, Lumberton, Nederland, Port Arthur, Silsbee, and Warren school districts was hosted by PAISD in connection with the Texas Fitness Now grant that Stephen F. Austin and Edison Middle Schools received, and was coordinated by Edison AP Jamil Abdul-Jabbar and Marjorie Cole, with the assistance of Wheatley Principal MaDeline Savoy and her staff.   Dr. Johnny Brown and Ms. Savoy greeted the group in the morning, and Dr. Morcease Beasley extended greetings and chatted with the group in the afternoon. 
The presenters were 
 Texas representatives Megan Conklin, Middle School Coordinator and Jerri L. Ward, the Eat Smart Coordinator. Megan and Jerri said that in all their hundreds of presentations, they had never been welcomed by a superintendent or a deputy, and to have them both in one day was a fact they would definitely boast about to their colleagues.  They were totally blown away by that! Our “resident photographer”, Dr. Finney, will share some of the pictures that both she and Mr. Abdul-Jabbar took during the day.
Equally important is that the attendees were also impressed with the refreshments prepared by our PAISD caterers.  Our Director of Child Nutrition, Stephanie Turkel, was in attendance all day, so be on the lookout for  “GO, SLOW, and WHOA” foods.
Thanks, Wheatley Family
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