Dick Dowling Elementary School
6301 Pat Avenue
Port Arthur, TX 77640

RECEIVED

May 29, 2009
APR 2 4 2009

Dear Parents:
Department of

Curriculum & Instruction

The 2008-2009 school year will soon be over, and we knoWw thatyotrare
making plans for your child’s summer vacation activities.

It’s time to relax, spend time outside, visit friends, and enjoy your time
as a family. But don’t stop reading. Make it part of your family’s
summer fun.

Reading is the most important skill a child learns in school. Help your
child see reading not as just another school subject, but as a valuable
and enjoyable part of their daily lives.

Research shows children lose one to three months of learning every
summer. To help reduce the usual summer reading learning loss, we
hope that you will encourage your child to read over the summer
months.

All students at Dowling will receive a list of suggested books for summer
reading, but they may choose any age-appropriate books to read.
Students who read (or have books read to them) at least 10 books will
receive a summer reading certificate. Students who read 20 books or
more will receive a certificate along with a matching bookmark.

All reading logs should be returned within the first week of the new
2009-2010 school year.

We ask that you take advantage of the public library and local
booksellers and encourage your child to read good books this summer.

By reading this summer, you’re helping your children develop a
lifelong habit of reading and learning.

Happy Reading,

PhrgflC Weopi
Dwight Wagner
Principal



Great Books from 2008

GradesK-2

Abe Lincoln Crosses the Creek by.Deborah Hopkinson.
A tall tale focuses on Lincoln's childhood and his friend, Austin Gollaher.

Goose and Duck by Jean Craighead George.
The two birds mimic each other and the boy who found them.

The House in the Night by Susan Marie Swanson.
A girl is given a key to a house and a special adventure.

Old Bear by Kevin Henkes.
A hibernating bear dreams of the seasons while he is sleeping,

One Boy by Laura Vaccaro Seeger.
A counting book with die-cuts and words within words - one - alone, etc,

1 2 Buckle My Shoe by Anna Grossnickle Hines.
Count the buttons in this counting rhyme illustrated with handmade quilts.

There's A Wolf at the Door by Zoe B. Alley.
Five classic tales in graphic novel format feature the wolf's frustrations.

Turtle's Penguin Day byValeri Gorbachev.
Turtle "becomes" a penguin and learns about its behaviors . . . for a day.

Gully's master is in love, and life as the dog knew it, is turned upside-down.

Lady Liberty by Doreen Rappaport.
A chronicle of events involved in the construction of the Statue of Liberty.

Masterpiece by Elise Broach.
Marvin, an artistic beetle, helps James stop an art thief.

Oggie Cooder by Sarah Weeks.
Oggie is happily unaware of his moniker as class weirdo.

Wangari's Trees of Peace by Jeanette Winter.
How Wangari Maathai's passion for the environment inspired great change.



We Are the Ship by Kadir Nelson.
The story of Negro League baseball.

Chains y Laurie Halse Anderson.
Isabel, a slave in New York City in 1776, spied for the rebels during the
Revolutionary War .

Into the Volecano by Don Wood.
Two boys are taken to the beautiful and dangerous island of Kocalaha.

The Lincolns by Candace Fleming.
A scrapbook-style portrait of Abraham and Mary Lincoln.

The London Eye Mystery by Slobhan Dowd.
Their cousin disappeared while on the ride, and they must find him.

My One Hundred Adventures by Polly Horvath.
Jane's wants adventures, but these are more than she anticipated.

Our White House
A dynamic view of American history as seen through the White House
windows.

Savvy by Ingrid Law.
Mibs is turning 13 and will learn about her supernatural ability or "savvy."

ABC 3D by Marion Bataille.
Letters pop-up and reveal themselves in this creatively designed book.

The Black Book of Colors by Menena Cottin.
Raised black line drawings on black pages encourage the use of senses
other than sight to experience art.

Hip Hop Speaks to Children: A Celebration of Poetry with a Beat
edited by Nikki Giovanni.
A collection of fifty-one children's poems filled with rhythm and song

www.peggysharp.com



2 X 2 Reading List (2009
Age 2 to Grade 2

Texas Library Association sponsors the 2X2 Reading List
solely to encourage free voluntary reading.

Becker, Bonny. A Visitor for Bear

Buxton, Jane Browning. The Littlest Llama

Cumpiano, Ina. Quinito, Day and Night, Quinito, Dia y Noche
Elliott, David. On the Farm

Fox, Mem. Ten Little FINGERS and Ten Little TOES
Graham, Bob. How to Heal a Broken Wing

Grant, Judyann Ackerman. Chicken Said, “Cluck!”
Hills, Tad. What's Up Duck?

Isadora, Rachel. Uh-oh!

Mariconda, Barbara. Sort it Qut!

Mora, Pat. Let's Eat! A comer!

Nevius, Carol. Baseball Hour

Schories, Pat. Jack Wants A Snack

Stewart, Amber. No Babysitters Allowed

Sutton, Sally. Roadwork

Tafolla, Carmen. What Can You Do With a Rebozo?
Teckentrup, Britta. Grumpy Cat

Thomas, Jan. The Doghouse

Urbanovic, Jackie. Duck Soup

Walsh, Melanie. 10 Things | Can Do to Help My World

Parent and Child Sharing Time Activities
www. ixla.org/qroups/crt/2X21ist09.htm




Texas Bluebonnet Award
2009-2010 Master List

Birdsall, Jeanne. 2008. The Penderwicks on Gardam Street. New York: Alfred A. Knopf.

Birney, Betty G. 2008. Surprises According to Humphrey. New York: G. P. Putnam’s Sons.

Bishop, Nic. 2008. Nic Bishop Frogs. New York: Scholastic Nonfiction.

Deedy, Carmen Agra. 2007. Martina the Beautiful Cockroach: A Cuban Folktale. 11lustrated by Michael

Austin. Atlanta: Peachtree Publishers.
Deedy, Carmen Agra. 2007. Martina una cucarachita muy linda: Un Cuento Cubano. llustrated by
Michael Austin.

Feldman, Jody. 2008. The Gollywhopper Games. New York: Greenwillow Books.

Flaherty, A.W. 2007. The Luck of the Loch Ness Monster: A Tale of Picky Eating. 1llustrated by Scott
Magoon. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company.

Holt, Kimberly Willis. 2007. Piper Reed: Navy Brat. New York: Henry Holt and Company.

Kerley, Barbara. 2008. What To Do About Alice?: How Alice Roosevelt Broke the Rules, Charmed the
World, and Drove Her Father Teddy Crazy! Illustrated by Edwin Fotheringham. New York: Scholastic
Press.

Law, Ingrid. 2008. Savvy. New York: Dial Books for Young Readers.

Look, Lenore. 2008. Alvin Ho. Allergic to Girls, School, and Other Scary Things. New York: Swartz &
Wade Books.

Lupica, Mike. 2007. Two-Minute Drill. New York: Philomel Books.

Mora, Pat. 2007. jYum! ;MmMm! ;Qué Rico!: America's Sproutings. 1llustrated by Rafael Lopez. New
York: Lee & Low Books Inc.

Mora, Pat. 2009. ; Yum! ;MmMm! ;Qué Rico!: Brotes de Las Americas. lllustrated by Rafael Lopez.
New York: Lee & Low Books, Inc.

Neft, Henry H. 2007. The Hound of Rowan. New York: Random House Books

Nelson, Kadir. 2008. We Are the Ship: The Story of Negro League Baseball. New York: Jump At the
Sun, Hyperion.

Rappaport, Doreen. 2008. Lady Liberty: A Biography. 1llustrated by Matt Tavares. Cambridge,
Massachusetts: Candlewick Press.

Schulman, Janet. 2008. Pale Male: Citizen Hawk of New York City. 1llustrated by Meilo So. New York:
Alfred A. Knopf.

Speck, Katie. 2007. Maybelle in the Soup. New York: Henry Holt and Company.

Spinelli, Eileen. 2007. Where I Live. lllustrated by Matt Phelan. New York: Dial Books for Young
Readers.

Stevens, Janet and Susan Stevens Crummel. 2008. Help Me, Mr. Mutt! New York: Harcourt, Inc.

Wolf, Joan M. 2007. Someone Named Eva. New York: Clarion. Hardcover.



2009 Texas Lone Star Reading List

Bodeen, S.A. The Compound. Feiwel and Friends, 2008.

Brande, Robin. Evolution, Me & Other Freaks of Nature. Knopf, 2007.

Colfer, Eoin. Airman. Hyperion, 2008.

Collins, Suzanne. The Hunger Games. Scholastic, 2008.

Connor, Leslie. Waiting for Normal. Katherine Tegen Books/HarperCollins, 2008.
Deuker, Carl. Gym Candy. Houghton Mifflin, 2007.

Dowd, Siobhan. The London Eye Mystery. David Fickling Books/Random House, 2008.
Freitas, Donna. The Possibilities of Sainthood. Farrar, Straus And Giroux, 2008.
Frost, Helen. Diamond Willow. Farrar, Straus And Giroux, 2008.

Gardner, Sally. The Red Necklace: A Story of the French Revolution. Dial, 2008.
Haddix, Margaret Peterson. Found (The Missing, Book One). Simon & Schuster, 2008,
Herlong, M.H. The Great Wide Sea. Viking, 2008.

Higgins, F.E. The Black Book of Secrets. Feiwel and Friends, 2007.

Meehl, Brian. Suck It Up. Delacorte, 2008.

Pearson, Mary E. The Adoration of Jenna Fox. Henry Holt, 2008.

Pfeffer, Susan Beth. the dead and the gone. Harcourt, 2008.

Shusterman, Neal. Antsy Does Time. Dutton, 2008.

Shusterman, Neal. Unwind. Simon & Schuster, 2007.

Smith, Roland. I, Q.: Independence Hall. Sleeping Bear, 2008.

Ziegler, Jennifer. How Not to be Popular. Delacorte, 2008.

The Texas Lone Star list is a recommended reading list developed by public and school
librarians from the Young Adult Round Table. The purpose of the list is to encourage
students in grades 6, 7, or 8 to explore a variety of current books. The Lone Star list is
intended for recreational reading, not to support a specific curriculum. Due to the diversity
of this age range, Texas librarians should purchase titles on this list according to their
individual collection policies. Each book on the list has been favorably reviewed for grades 6,
7, or 8 in a professional review source.

The annotated 2009 Lone Star Reading list and the past Lone Star Reading Lists are located
at: http://www.txla.org/groups/yart/lonestarlists.html
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Cut out this circle.

Comité 2x 2
Consejos para la Lectura

Edades 2-3

. Designe un area especial con libros para
compartir,

' Escoja libros con frases que se repiten.

. Senale a diferentes cuadros e identifique lo
que ven.

. Anime a su hijo a “sefalar y decir” lo que son
objetos en los cuadros.

Edades 4-5

. Deje que su hijo le ve a usted leyendo.

. Anime a su hijo a seleccionar un libro favorito
para leer.

’ Haga preguntas a su hijo acerca del cuento.

' Recite o cante canciones infantiles tomadas de
sus colecciones favoritas.

Edades 6-7

. Mantenga una buena seleccion de libros en el
hogar.

. Deje que su hijo lea a usted y con usted.

. Hable del cuento y de como los cuadros son

parte del cuento.
' Este enterado de lo que a su hijo le guste leer.

Asociacion Tejana de Bibliotecas
Grupo de Interés sobre Literatura Juvenil
Comité de Lectura 2 x 2

-
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Consejos para la Lectura

Edades 2-3

. Designe un area especial con libros para compartir.

. Escoja libros con frases que se repiten.

. Senale a diferentes cuadros e identifique lo que ven.

' Anime a su hijo a “sefialar y decir” lo que son objetos en
los cuadros.

Edades 4-5

. Deje que su hijo le ve a usted leyendo.

. Anime a su hijo a seleccionar un libro favorito para leer.
. Haga preguntas a su hijo acerca del cuento.

. Recite o cante canciones infantiles tomadas de sus
colecciones favoritas.

Edades 6-7

. Mantenga una buena seleccion de libros en el hogar.

. Deje que su hijo lea a usted y con usted.

. Hable del cuento y de como los cuadros son parte del
cuento.

. Este enterado de lo que a su hijo le guste leer.

Asociacion Tejana de Bibliotecas
Grupo de Interés sobre Literatura Juvenil
Comité de Lectura 2 x 2






