
Dick Dowling Elementary School
6301 Pat Avenue

Port Arthur, TX 77640

RECEIVED
May 29, 2009

APR 2 4 2009

Dear Paren ts:
Department of

.. Curriculum & Instruction
The 2008-2009 school year wIll soon be over, and we kno - .
making plans for your child's summer vacation activities.

It's time to relax, spend time outside, visit friends, and enjoy your time
as a family. But don't stop reading. Make it part of your family's
summer fun.

Reading is the most important skill a child learns in school. Help your
child see reading not as just another school subject, but as a valuable
and enjoyable part of their daily lives.

Research shows children lose one to three months of learning every
summer. To help reduce the usual summer reading learning loss, we
hope that you will encourage your child to read over the summer
months.

All students at Dowling will receive a list of suggested books for summer
reading, but they may choose any age-appropriate books to read.
Students who read (or have books read to them) at least 10 books will
receive a summer reading certificate. Students who read 20 books or
more will receive a certificate along with a matching bookmark.

All reading logs should be returned within the first week of the new
2009-2010 school year.

We ask that you take advantage of the public library and local
booksellers and encourage your child to read good books this summer.

By reading this summer, you're helping your children develop a
lifelong habit of reading and learning.

Happy Reading,

Jf~W~
Dwight Wagner
Principal




