How to Use the Curriculum Guide

This curriculum guide is divided into six-week outlines and correlated to target all of the Texas Essential Skills and Knowledge (TEKS). The six week history lessons are arranged chronologically and the geography lessons are arranged in order of the content outline.

The social studies content is embedded in the eight strands of the TEKS. These strands are the vehicle by which the content is taught.  The social studies skills and technology strands should be incorporated throughout the teaching of the other six strands.

Each six weeks, the teacher must ensure that all TEKS shown in the six-week outlines are covered.  Following the six week outlines and following the scope and sequence of a course is not a teacher option; rather it is a mandate of the district.

Students will be given a district benchmark test at the end of each six weeks. The assessments were developed by Region IV with modifications made the PAISD teachers, and require understanding of the concepts and processes and application of knowledge and problem solving. Use the six-week outlines also ensures both horizontal and vertical alignment of social studies, which is critical for student progression and mastery of the social studies Texas Assessment of Knowledge of Skills (TAKS) tests.

This curriculum guide is intended to be a working document and requires ongoing input from teachers as it is used in the classrooms.  Therefore, teachers are expected to make notations as this draft is used and thus help the district revising, updating and improving curriculum materials.  

