UNIT 5
The Natural World-Part 1

TEKS 5.5A-

Describe some cycles, structures, and processes that are found in a simple system (such as the water cycle)

· Water travels in a continuous cycle as it evaporates from the Earth’s surface and from living organisms, condenses in the cool atmosphere and falls back to Earth as precipitation
· The Sun’s heat provides the energy for the water cycle.
TEKS 5.5B-

Describe some interactions that occur in a simple system (such as matter and energy in plants and animals)

· Water travels in a continuous cycle as plants take in water from the soil by roots and lose water from leaves by transpiration.  
· Animals drink water and lose water when breathing out or excreting waste.

TEKS 5.11A-
Identify and observe actions that require time for changes to be measurable including growth, erosion, dissolving, weathering and flow.

· Rocks are broken into sediments such as sand and silt by the slow process of weathering.

· Over time, fast flowing rivers can wear away rock to form canyons.

· Over time, erosion carries sediments to new places.

TEKS 5.11B-
Draw conclusions about “what happened before” using data such as from tree-growth rings and sedimentary rock sequences.

· Sedimentary rocks consist of sediments, minerals and organic materials that have been pressed and cemented together.

· Horizontal sediment layers reveal the relative age of each rock layer beginning with the oldest bottom layer.

· Index fossils reveal the relative age of each rock layer.

TEKS 5.11C-
Identify past events that led to the formation of the Earth’s renewable, non-renewable and inexhaustible resources.

· Fossil fuels are non-renewable resources resulting from stored energy in organic matter buried millions of years ago.

· Renewable resources such as freshwater, plants, and animals can be replaced in short amounts of time

· Sunlight, wind and tides are inexhaustible resources.

TEKS 5.12A-
Interpret how land forms are the result of a combination of constructive and destructive forces such as deposition of sediment and weathering.

· Natural forces can cause changes in landforms such as mountains, plateaus, canyons, and cliffs.

· Destructive natural forces include moving water, wind, rain, glaciers and earthquakes.

· Constructive natural forces include deposition, plate movement, and volcanoes.

TEKS 5.12B-
Describe processes responsible for the formation of coal, oil, natural gas, and minerals (fossil fuels)
· Fossil fuels formed from buried remains of plant and animal life that were changed by millions of years of pressure and heat.

· Fossil fuels contain sunlight stored by photosynthesis in plants and animals that ate them.

· Minerals form from inorganic material and have a repeating crystal pattern.

· Minerals can form in the Earth’s mantle or on the Earth’s surface by water moving through cracks in the Earth’s crust
