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Draft
Theatre Arts Teachers

1.  On the following pages are the benchmarks (TEKS) that the Texas Education Agency has determined students must learn in theatre arts beginning with 6th grade.  (I didn’t include those for elementary grades because we don’t have offerings at this time.)
In order for each of you to be able to determine that all of your students can meet these, a Scope and Sequence (complete with suggested activities) must be decided upon and written (by a committee) so that we will be consistently preparing students for the next level.   In other words, which TEKS will be taught in each 6 week period; To what degree should students demonstrate mastery to earn a 1, 2, 3, or 4 for each one?  

A rubric must be devised which will be used for assessing the degree of mastery for what you are teaching.  In other words, do the students show mastery sometimes, all the time, never; What criteria will constitute a 1 (D), 2 (C), 3 (B), or 4 (A)?  
2.  Descriptions of each strand as published by the Center for Educator Development in Fine Arts (CEDFA) are included prior to each set of benchmarks.  Preparation of the CEDFA publication was funded “by TEA as a service to school administrators, teachers, and others interested in the educational program of the state.”
Please compare this with what you are already teaching each six weeks (textbook and other materials), and make suggestions as to how to proceed with the writing of the scope and sequence.   If it is determined that all three of you want to do the writing, I will talk with Dr. Beasley about time and compensation. 

3.  Examine the sample assessment rubrics on the following pages after the TEKS.  If you don’t already have a system that you like, and you want to use this one, change the criteria to fit your TEKS and the explanations so that they fit your teaching area. I think I already sent some sample assessment rubrics.  Some of them might work too.  If you have already developed a method which is working for you, please share it with the other theatre arts teachers.

Draft
Theatre Curriculum Framework Strand and Content/Processes
Outlined by the 
Center for Educator Development in Fine Arts (CEDFA) 

Sixth Grade
Perception:


Creative drama is still the focus for sixth graders who use pantomime to expand body awareness and sensory perceptions.  Students incorporate their life experiences into dramatic play by creating environments, analyzing characters, and inventing actions to depict chosen life experiences.

Creative Expression/Performance:


Sixth graders work collaboratively to plan a dramatization, take part in its production, and discuss the results.  They use basic sets, visual elements, simple costumes, and props.  They project movement and improvise dialogue in creative dramas.

Historical/Cultural Heritage:


In addition to personal experiences, sixth graders draw from culture, literature, and history to create drama and improvisations and assume roles within dramatizations.

Response/Evaluation:


Viewing both live and recorded theatrical production increases personal experiences in creative dramatics and provides opportunities to compare and contrast ideas and feelings depicted in dramatic productions.  These experiences then become resources for enhancing classroom dramatizations.  Additionally, in sixth grade, learners study vocations in theatre, comparing job requirements and responsibilities of selected theatre-based occupations.

The following scoring system may be used for assessment:
4 = Excellent (or Advanced)  =  A.          3  =  Good (or Proficient)  =  B.

2 = Satisfactory (or Basic)  = C.     1  = Unsatisfactory  = D.      0   =   Failure   =  F.
PAISD Grading Scale
	A
	B
	C
	D
	F

	90-100
	80-89
	75-79
	70-74
	69 or below


Rubric for Evaluating Theatre Arts TEKS Mastery*
6th Grade
Student’s Name_____________________Date____________Class/Period/Day_____________

	Strand
	    Score
 0  1  2  3  4
	
	             TEKS/Benchmarks
The student is expected to   (therefore, the student can)

	6.1  Perception.  The student develops concepts about self, human relationships, and the environment, using elements of drama and conventions of theatre.
	
	
	Develop characterization based on sensory and emotional recall

	
	
	
	Expand body awareness and spatial perceptions, using pantomime

	
	
	
	Respond to sounds, music, images, and the written word, incorporating movement

	
	
	
	Express emotions and ideas, using interpretive movements and dialogue

	
	
	
	Imitate and synthesize life experiences in dramatic play

	
	
	
	Create environments, characters, and actions.

	6.2 Creative Expression /Performance
The student interprets characters, using the voice and body expressively, and creates dramatizations. (1) 
	
	
	Demonstrate safe use of the voice and body

	
	
	
	Imagine and clearly describe characters, their relationships, and their surroundings

	
	
	
	Select movements and dialogue to appropriately portray an imaginative character drawn from personal experience, heritage, literature, and history

	
	
	
	Dramatize literary selections in unison, pairs, and groups and incorporate dramatic elements in improvisation

	
	
	
	Recognize the difference between melodic/percussive instruments

	6.3 Creative Expression /Performance.  The student applies design, directing, and theatre production concepts and skills
	
	
	Define character, environment, action, and theme, using props, costumes, and visual elements collaboratively and safely

	
	
	
	Alter space appropriately to create a suitable environment for play-making

	
	
	
	Plan brief dramatizations collaboratively

	
	
	
	Interact cooperatively with others in brief dramatizations

	6.4 Historical/

Cultural Heritage. The student relates theatre to history, society, and culture.
	
	
	Demonstrate in dramatic activities that theatre is a reflection of life

	
	
	
	Explain the role of theatre, film, television, and electronic media in American society

	6.5 Response/

Evaluation.  The student responds to and evaluates theatre and theatrical performances.
	
	
	Analyze and apply audience behavior at all performances

	
	
	
	Develop simple oral and written observations about visual, aural, oral, and kinetic aspects of informal play-making and formal theatre and describe these components in art, dance, and music

	
	
	
	Compare and contrast ideas and emotions depicted

 in art dance, music, and theatre and demonstrate

 uses of movement, music, or visual elements to

 enhance classroom dramatization

	
	
	
	Compare selected occupations in theatre.


Theatre Curriculum Framework Strand and Content/Processes

Outlined by the 

Center for Educator Development in Fine Arts (CEDFA) 

Seventh Grade

Perception:


Building on their knowledge of spatial and sensory awareness, movement, and other techniques, seventh-grade teachers establish theatre preparation and warm-up techniques, including strategies for safe and correct use of the voice.

Creative Expression/Performance:


The study of characterization expands the definition of characters.  Seventh graders become aware of increasingly intricate plots by following complex story lines and advance to creating original story lines.  Students learn that theatre plots have a specific structure.  Students individually and collaboratively improvise dramatizations that include plot, characterization, and setting.  The role of student director is introduced and is defined and practiced in student dramatizations.  Seventh graders also become familiar with aspects of technical theatre, such as lighting and makeup.

Historical/Cultural Heritage:


As learners study selected theatrical material, they identify historical/cultural heritages and theatrical conventions.

Response/Evaluation:


In viewing both live and recorded performances, seventh graders practice theatre etiquette and reflect on the performances of others.  Students also compare theatrical careers to theatrical avocational opportunities available in their communities.
Rubric for Evaluating Theatre Arts TEKS Mastery
Seventh Grade
Student’s Name_______________________Date____________Class/Period/Day_____________

	Strand
	      Score

 0  1  2  3  4  
	
	             TEKS/Benchmarks
The student is expected to   (therefore, the student can)

	7.1  Perception.  The student develops concepts about self, human relationships, and the environment, using elements of drama and conventions of theatre.
	
	
	Develop characterization, using sensory and emotional recall

	
	
	
	Develop and apply theatre preparation and warm-up techniques

	
	
	
	Create expressive and rhythmic movements

	
	
	
	Express thoughts and feelings, using effective voice and diction

	
	
	
	Compare and contrast dramatic performances to life

	
	
	
	Include setting, character, and plot in improvised scenes

	7.2 Creative Expression /Performance
The student interprets characters, using the voice and body expressively, and creates dramatizations.
	
	
	Demonstrate safe use of the voice and body

	
	
	
	Define characters by what they do, what they say, and what others say about them

	
	
	
	Select movements and dialogue to portray a character appropriately

	
	
	
	Create and improvise collaboratively and individually stories that have a beginning (exposition), middle (climax), and ending (denouement, resolution)

	7.3 Creative Expression /Performance.  The student applies design, directing, and theatre production concepts and skills
	
	
	Determine specific technical elements to safely provide setting and to support character and action in improvised and scripted scenes

	
	
	
	Create elements of scenery, properties, lighting, sound, costume, makeup, and publicity appropriate to specific performances

	
	
	
	Define the role of the director

	
	
	
	Direct brief dramatizations

	7.4 Historical/

Cultural Heritage. The student relates theatre to history, society, and culture.
	
	
	Demonstrate in performances that theatre is a reflection of life in particular times, places, and cultures

	
	
	
	Identify how specific dramatic texts, theatre traditions, and conventions reflect theatre heritage and explains the influences of theatre, film, and television in daily American life

	7.5 Response/

Evaluation.  The student responds to and evaluates theatre and theatrical performances.
	
	
	Identify and demonstrate appropriate audience behavior at various types of performances

	
	
	
	Evaluate the effectiveness of selected film and television performances

	
	
	
	Identify visual, aural, oral, and kinetic components in art, dance, music, and theatre; compare and contrast the presentation of the same subject in art, dance, music, and theatre; and create improvisations, integrating art, dance, and/or music to express ideas and emotions

	
	
	
	Compare career and avocational opportunities in theatre


Theatre Curriculum Framework Strand and Content/Processes

Outlined by the 

Center for Educator Development in Fine Arts (CEDFA) 

Eighth Grade
Perception:

Eighth graders design warm-up techniques for specific purposes, teach them to other students, and develop criteria to assess the effectiveness of the warm-up in relation to its purpose.  These techniques, other expressive movements, and pantomime help eighth graders refine definitions of both space and character.  Also, eighth graders advance their development of proper diction and effective, safe vocal delivery.

Creative Expression/Performance:


Students identify elements that create tensions and suspense and add them to original creations.  Characterization results from careful analysis of roles and incorporates appropriate vocal delivery, movement, costuming, and makeup.  Dramatizations are recorded and can be replicated by the same group or other groups.   The director has responsibility for unifying a production, solving theatrical problems, and interpreting intent.

Historical/Cultural Heritage:


Directors ensure that historical and cultural components, theatrical traditions and conventions, and technical aspects of production are consistent with the intent of the playwright.

Response/Evaluation:


Based on critical and creative thinking, eighth graders develop and apply criteria for evaluating works in progress and completed works.  As eighth graders participate in and view theatrical events, they participate in formal evaluations, assessing such aspects of the production as intent, structure, total effect, and quality.
Rubric for Evaluating Theatre Arts TEKS Mastery
Eighth Grade
Student’s Name_____________________Date____________Class/Period/Day_____________

	Strand
	      Score

 0  1  2  3  4  
	
	             TEKS/Benchmarks
The student is expected to   (therefore, the student can)

	8.1 Perception.  The student develops concepts about self, human relationships, and the environment, using elements of drama and conventions of theatre.
	
	
	Improvise, using emotional and sensory recall

	
	
	
	Apply preparation and warm-up techniques

	
	
	
	Create expressive movement and pantomime to define space and characters

	
	
	
	Express thoughts and feelings, using effective voice and diction

	
	
	
	Compare dramatic performances to life

	
	
	
	Create setting, character, and plot in improvised and scripted scenes

	8.2  Creative Expression /Performance
The student interprets characters, using the voice and body expressively, and creates dramatizations.
	
	
	Demonstrate safe use of the voice and body

	
	
	
	Analyze life interactions, choices, and responses to describe character motivation

	
	
	
	Portray characters through familiar movements and dialogue

	
	
	
	Create, improvise, and record individually and collaboratively characters, setting, dialogue, and actions that have tension and suspense and that reflect a beginning (exposition), middle (climax), and ending (denouement, resolution)

	8.3 Creative Expression /Performance.  The student applies design, directing, and theatre production concepts and skills
	
	
	Select specific technical elements for improvised and scripted scenes to suggest environment, to establish mood, and to support character and actions

	
	
	
	Create elements of scenery, properties, lighting, sound, costume, makeup, and publicity, using visual elements (line, texture, color, space), visual principles (repetition, balance, emphasis, contrast, unity), and aural qualities (pitch, rhythm, dynamics, tempo, expression)

	
	
	
	Identify the director’s role as a unifying force, problem-solver, interpreter of script, and collaborator

	
	
	
	Direct brief dramatizations

	8.4 Historical/

Cultural Heritage. The student relates theatre to history, society, and culture.
	
	
	Demonstrate knowledge of theatre as a reflection of life in particular times, places, and cultures

	
	
	
	Define theatre heritage as it is preserved in dramatic text, traditions, and conventions and describe the roles of theatre, film, television, and electronic media in American society.

	8.5  Response/

Evaluation.  The student responds to and evaluates theatre and theatrical performances.
	
	
	Analyze and practice appropriate audience behavior at various types of live performances

	
	
	
	Define the terminology and process of evaluation (intent, structure, effectiveness, value) and apply this process to performances, using appropriate theatre vocabulary

	
	
	
	Identify visual, aural, oral, and kinetic components in art, dance, music, and theatre; compare character, setting, and action in art, musical theatre, dance, and theatre; and express emotions and ideas in improvisations and scripted scenes that integrate art, dance, and/or music

	
	
	
	Compare career and avocational opportunities in theatre


Theatre Curriculum Framework Strand and Content/Processes

Outlined by the 

Center for Educator Development in Fine Arts (CEDFA) 

Course Title:  
Theatre Arts I          

Course Sequence:  General Survey 


Credit: 1

Perception:

Learners study principles of acting and begin to understand theatrical conventions dealing with time and setting.  Through informal class presentations, students begin to see the interdependence of all theatrical elements.  Theatre Arts I students learn essential skills, techniques, and a process of script analysis to create believable characters, then they add techniques in diction and body movements to develop characterizations further.

Creative Expression/Performance:

In introductory play writing, the student improvises, writes, and rewrites monologues, scenes, and vignettes to convey predetermined intent and meaning.  Student directors are accountable for small group presentations of a scene or vignette.  The director is responsible for incorporating all aspects of a production into a unified whole.

Historical/Cultural Heritage:

Students explore dramatizations and scenes from a variety of historical periods and cultures.  Specific examples of theatrical productions stimulate understanding of the impact of society, of theatre, and theatre’s impact on society.

Response/Evaluation:

Viewing live and recorded performances and short classroom presentations, students analyze the impact of technical theatre in communicating meaning to an audience.  By articulating and applying predetermined criteria and using theatrical terminology, students reflect on and make judgments about the effectiveness of personal work and the work of others.  Further, students develop research techniques as they discover career opportunities in theatre and determine the training, skills, self-discipline, and artistic expertise necessary to achieve success.
Rubric for Evaluating Theatre Arts TEKS Mastery
Level I
Student’s Name________________________Date____________Class/Period/Day_____________

	Strand
	      Score

 0  1  2  3  4  
	
	            TEKS/Benchmark

The student is expected to   (therefore, the student can)

	(1) Perception.  The student develops concepts about self, human relationships, and the environment, using elements of drama and conventions of theatre.
	
	
	Improvise, using emotional and sensory recall

	 
	
	
	Develop and practice theatre preparation and warm-up techniques

	
	
	
	Employ stage movement and pantomime consistently to express thoughts, feelings, and actions

	
	
	
	Develop and practice effective voice and diction to express thoughts and feelings

	
	
	
	Define and give examples of theatrical conventions (time, setting, fourth wall, visual elements)

	
	
	
	Analyze and describe the interdependence of all theatrical elements

	(2) Creative Expression /Performance
The student interprets characters, using the voice and body expressively, and creates dramatizations.
	
	
	Demonstrate safe use of the voice and body

	
	
	
	Analyze a character from a script, describing physical, intellectual, emotional, and social dimensions

	
	
	
	Portray believable characters when applying acting concepts, skills, and techniques

	 
	
	
	Improvise, write, and refine monologues, scenes, and vignettes to convey meaning to the audience

	(3) Creative Expression /Performance.  The student applies design, directing, and theatre production concepts and skills
	
	
	Develop and practice stage-craft skills

	
	
	
	Safely apply technical knowledge and skills to create and/or operate functional scenery, properties, lighting, sound, costumes, makeup, and publicity

	
	
	
	Define the director’s role as a unifying force, problem-solver, interpreter of script, and collaborator

	
	
	
	Define the director’s responsibility to the author’s intent, script, actors, designers, technicians, and the audience

	
	
	
	Perform the roles of actor, ensemble member, and director in production decision making and collaborate with others to produce theatre with a unified production for public performance

	
	
	
	Concentrate in one or more areas of theatre production (acting, technical theatre, theatre management), demonstrating responsibility, artistic discipline, and creative problem solving

	(4) Historical/

Cultural Heritage. The student relates theatre to history, society, and culture.
	
	
	Portray theatre as a reflection of life in particular times, places, and cultures

	
	
	
	Relate historical and cultural influences on theatre and analyze the roles of live theatre, film, television, and electronic media in American society

	(5) Response/

Evaluation.  The student responds to and evaluates theatre and theatrical performances.
	
	
	Analyze and apply appropriate behavior at various types of live performances

	
	
	
	Develop appropriate theatre vocabulary to apply the concepts of evaluation (intent, structure, effectiveness, value) to live theatre, film, television, and electronic media in written and oral form with precise and specific observations

	
	
	
	Identify and compare the treatment of moods in theatre, musical theatre, dance, art, and music and integrate more than one art form in informal performances

	
	
	
	Select career and avocational opportunities in theatre and describe the training, skills, self-discipline, and artistic discipline needed to pursue them


Theatre Curriculum Framework Strand and Content/Processes

Outlined by the 

Center for Educator Development in Fine Arts (CEDFA) 

Course Title:  
Theatre Arts II          

Course Sequence:  Follows Theatre Arts I


Credit: 1

Perception:

Students use warm-up exercises to develop automatic responses and stage movements.
Creative Expression/Performance:


Using prompts from poetry, abstract ideas, and other sources, students individually and in small groups develop their abilities to use interpretive and expressive movements to create coherent sequences in compositions.  Analyzing all text and subtext in a script, students reveal physical, emotional, intellectual, and social dimensions of characters from various genres to sustain believable characters in dramatizations.  Analyzing the relationships between characters yields another powerful dramatic tool – motivation.  In small groups, students select scripts, make casting decisions, present short selections to the class, and direct.

Historical/Cultural Heritage:


Using live and recorded resources from diverse periods in different genres, students identify theatrical conventions, compare and contrast treatments, and analyze the effectiveness of each in the designated time period.

Response/Evaluation:


Students research vocational and avocational opportunities using a variety of resources, such as personal interviews.
Rubric for Evaluating Theatre Arts TEKS Mastery
Level II
Student’s Name_____________________Date____________Class/Period/Day________________
	Strand
	      Score

 0  1  2  3  4  
	
	             TEKS/Benchmarks
The student is expected to   (therefore, the student can)

	(1)  Perception.  The student develops concepts about self, human relationships, and the environment, using elements of drama and conventions of theatre.
	
	
	Practice warm-up techniques

	
	
	
	Employ stage movement and pantomime consistently

	
	
	
	Demonstrate effective voice and diction

	
	
	
	Analyze dramatic structure and genre

	
	
	
	Identify examples of theatrical conventions in theatre, film, television, and electronic media

	
	
	
	Relate the interdependence of all theatrical elements

	 (2) Creative Expression /Performance
The student interprets characters, using the voice and body expressively, and creates dramatizations.
	
	
	Demonstrate safe use of the voice and body

	
	
	
	Analyze characters from various genres and media, describing physical, intellectual, emotional, and social dimensions

	
	
	
	Create and sustain believable characters

	
	
	
	Improvise and write dialogue that reveals character motivation in short vignettes

	(3) Creative Expression /Performance.  The student applies design, directing, and theatre production concepts and skills
	
	
	Construct and operate the technical elements of theatre safely and effectively

	
	
	
	Examine cultural, social, and political aspects of a script to depict appropriately technical elements

	
	
	
	Consider script selection, casting, and directing skills

	
	
	
	Define the director’s responsibility to the author’s intent, script, actors, designers, technicians, and the audience

	
	
	
	Compare the roles of actor, ensemble, and director in production decision making and produce theatre with a unified production concept and style for public performance

	
	
	
	Select one or more areas of theatre production, demonstrating responsibility, artistic discipline, and creative problem solving

	(4) Historical/

Cultural Heritage. The student relates theatre to history, society, and culture.
	
	
	Analyze historical and cultural influences on theatre

	
	
	
	Define the influence of American society on live theatre and film

	(5) Response/
Evaluation.  The student responds to and evaluates theatre and theatrical performances.
	
	
	Judge and apply appropriate audience behavior at various types of performances

	
	
	
	Evaluate emotional responses to and personal preferences for dramatic performances, using appropriate theatre vocabulary, and apply the concepts of evaluation (intent, structure, effectiveness, value) to live theatre, film, television, and electronic media in written and oral form with precise and specific observations

	
	
	
	Identify the treatment of theme, character, setting, and action in theatre, musical theatre, dance, art, and music and integrate more than one art form in informal presentations

	
	
	
	Select career and avocational opportunities in theatre and film and explore the training, skills, self-discipline, and artistic discipline needed to pursue them


Theatre Curriculum Framework Strand and Content/Processes

Outlined by the 

Center for Educator Development in Fine Arts (CEDFA) 

Course Title:  
Theatre Arts III         

Course Sequence:  Follows Theatre Arts II


Credit: 1

Perception:

In addition to developing control of movement, voice, and timing acuity, Theatre Arts III students create believable characters, maintaining the uniqueness of the individual characters while demonstrating the effects of circumstances and relationships with other characters and the environment.

Creative Expression/Performance:


Theatre Arts III students create scenes, vignettes, and other works that contain dialogues that reveal motivation, plot, and theme.  Characterization skills help actors interpret intent to a third party, such as the audience or another cast member.  The actor must learn to think and communicate to the third party only that which has been revealed at a specific point in the play.  The remainder of the play, although known to the actor, remains unknown to the audience.

Historical/Cultural Heritage:


Level III focuses on American theatre – its impact on society and society’s impact on theatre.  Using live and recorded performances of theatrical presentations, students compare theatre to other media, looking for the range of possibilities within a given medium to communicate intent to an audience.

Response/Evaluation:



Continuous evaluations tie original intent to the final product, assess the quality and effectiveness of communicating to a third person, and encourage rewrites that establish founda5tions for future theatrical endeavors.
Rubric for Evaluating Theatre Arts TEKS Mastery
Level III
Student’s Name_____________________Date____________Class/Period/Day________________
	Strand
	      Score

 0  1  2  3  4  
	
	             TEKS/Benchmarks
The student is expected to   (therefore, the student can)

	 (1) Perception.  The student develops concepts about self, human relationships, and the environment, using elements of drama and conventions of theatre.
	
	
	Practice theatre preparation and warm-up techniques effectively

	
	
	
	Employ stage movement and pantomime consistently

	
	
	
	Demonstrate effective voice and diction

	
	
	
	Analyze dramatic structure and genre

	
	
	
	Compare and contrast theatrical conventions of theatre to the conventions of film, television, and electronic media

	
	
	
	Analyze the interdependence of all theatrical elements

	 (2) Creative Expression /Performance
The student interprets characters, using the voice and body expressively, and creates dramatizations.)
	
	
	Practice appropriate safety measures

	
	
	
	Analyze characters from various genres and styles, describing physical, intellectual, emotional, and social dimensions

	
	
	
	Portray believable characters in improvised and scripted scenes of various styles

	
	
	
	Improvise and write dialogue that reveals character motivation, advances plot, provides exposition, and reveals theme

	(3) Creative Expression /Performance.  The student applies design, directing, and theatre production concepts and skills
	
	
	Construct and operate the technical elements of theatre safely and effectively

	
	
	
	Analyze and evaluate dramatic texts as a basis for technical discussions, considering themes, settings, times, literary styles, genres, and characters

	
	
	
	Cast and direct duet scenes

	
	
	
	Analyze the director’s responsibility to the author’s intent, script, actors, designers, technicians, and audience

	
	
	
	Analyze the roles of actor, ensemble, and director in production decision making and produce a unified theatrical production

	
	
	
	Select one or more areas of theatre production for study, demonstrating responsibility, artistic discipline, and creative problem solving

	 (4) Historical/

Cultural Heritage. The student relates theatre to history, society, and culture.
	
	
	Evaluate historical and cultural influences on theatre

	
	
	
	Analyze the influence of television on American society

	
	
	
	Define selected theatrical styles and genres

	 (5) Response/

Evaluation.  The student responds to and evaluates theatre and theatrical performances.
	
	
	Compare behavior at various types of performances and practice audience etiquette

	
	
	
	Apply the concepts of evaluation to performances and evaluate theatre, film, television, and electronic media with depth and complexity, using appropriate vocabulary

	
	
	
	Compare communication methods of theatre with that of art, music, and dance and integrate more than one art form in informal and formal performances

	
	
	
	Make judgments about selected career and avocational opportunities in theatre, film, and television and analyze the training, skills, self-discipline, and artistic discipline needed to pursue them.


Theatre Curriculum Framework Strand and Content/Processes

Outlined by the 

Center for Educator Development in Fine Arts (CEDFA) 

Course Title:  
Theatre Arts IV          

Course Sequence:  Follows Theatre Arts III


Credit: 1

Perception:

Students continue to use warm-up techniques and refine their use of stage movement, pantomime, voice, and diction.

Creative Expression/Performance:


Students learn advanced acting techniques that address the subtleties of characterization.  Using costume, makeup, and research, actors strive to make their characters “ring true” for the audience.  The audience must see the character grow over the course of the play, so each part is portrayed with expressive creativity within the plot structure.  Research continues to be a major part of each new play undertaken and provides direction for creating characterizations and guidance for solving technical challenges.

Historical/Cultural Heritage:


Students continue to experience a diverse theatre repertoire.  Learners examine parallels in the related fields of musical theatre, film, and television to advance their technical expertise.

Response/Evaluation:


Reflection and attention to critique help actors continue to grow.

Rubric for Evaluating Theatre Arts TEKS Mastery
Level IV
Student’s Name_____________________Date____________Class/Period/Day________________
	Strand
	      Score

 0  1  2  3  4  
	
	             TEKS/Benchmarks
The student is expected to   (therefore, the student can)

	 (1) Perception.  The student develops concepts about self, human relationships, and the environment, using elements of drama and conventions of theatre.
	
	
	Develop and practice theatre preparation and warm-up techniques 

	
	
	
	Employ stage movement and pantomime consistently

	
	
	
	Develop effective use of voice and diction

	
	
	
	Compare the dramatic structure of theatre, film, television, and electronic media

	
	
	
	Evaluate theatrical conventions of various cultural and historical periods

	
	
	
	Evaluate the interdependence of all theatrical elements

	 (2) Creative Expression /Performance
The student interprets characters, using the voice and body expressively, and creates dramatizations.
	
	
	Evaluate and apply appropriate safety measures

	
	
	
	Evaluate character dimensions in scripts of various genres and styles

	
	
	
	Create and sustain believable characters

	
	
	
	Outline and create imaginative scripts and scenarios that include motivated character, unique dialogue, conflict, and resolution for theatre, film, or television

	(3) Creative Expression /Performance.  The student applies design, directing, and theatre production concepts and skills
	
	
	Design, construct, and operate appropriate technical elements of theatre, safely and effectively, collaboratively and individually

	
	
	
	Analyze and evaluate dramatic texts and direct brief scenes

	
	
	
	Analyze the director’s responsibility to the author’s intent, script, actors, designers, technicians, and audience 

	
	
	
	Analyze production plans that include research, rehearsal plans, technical designs, and blocking

	
	
	
	Cast and direct a long scene or a short play, producing a unified theatrical production

	
	
	
	Conduct concentrated studies in one or more areas of theatre production, demonstrating responsibility, artistic discipline, and creative problem solving

	 (4) Historical/

Cultural Heritage. The student relates theatre to history, society, and culture.
	
	
	Evaluate historical and cultural influences on theatre

	
	
	
	Evaluate the role of live theatre, film, television, and electronic media in American society

	
	
	
	Trace historical and cultural developments in theatrical styles and genres

	(5) Response/

Evaluation.  The student responds to and evaluates theatre and theatrical performances.
	
	
	Evaluate and practice appropriate audience behavior at various types of performances

	
	
	
	Apply evaluation concepts to performances and compare and contrast literary and dramatic criticism of theatre, film, television, or electronic media 

	
	
	
	Compare the nature, components, elements, and communication methods of theatre, music, art, and dance and compare more than one art form in a specific culture or historical period

	
	
	
	Evaluate career and avocational opportunities in theatre, film, television, and electronic media, justifying choice(s), and analyze the training, skills, self-discipline, and artistic discipline needed to pursue them.


Theatre Curriculum Framework Strand and Content/Processes

Outlined by the 

Center for Educator Development in Fine Arts (CEDFA) 

Course Title:  
Theatre Production I          

Course Sequence:  Follows Theatre Arts I


Credit: .5-1

Perception:

Students participate in critique, listening and commenting to others, and keeping journals or production notebooks.
Creative Expression/Performance:


Students are involved with a specific aspect of the production, such as cast, technical crew, stage manager, stage crew, costume designer, wardrobe mistress, props, set designer, publicity, or support staff.  Each student completes assigned tasks, demonstrating individual accountability and necessary skills and techniques.  Determining the intent of the playwright and communicating intent to an audience is considered in every production decision that is made.  Students learn that all facets of a theatrical production work together to achieve a common goal.  Participants demonstrate personal commitment by preparing for each rehearsal.  Students learn the importance of stage production etiquette.

Historical/Cultural Heritage:


Students establish historical, cultural, and societal influences in each production.

Response/Evaluation:


Students analyze personal growth in their techniques and skills and begin to establish a profile of their theatrical accomplishments.

Rubric for Evaluating Theatre Production TEKS Mastery
Level I  (Follows Theatre Arts I)
According to Thomas Waggoner, Director of Fine Arts, Texas Education Agency (01/18/2008), TEKS for Theatre Production and Technical Theatre are the same as for Theatre Arts Levels I-IV.  The local district should write the guidelines as needed specifically for the class according to the director’s needs.
The Internal Assessment in Theatre section of CEDFA lists Checklists, Student Journals, Individual and Group Projects, Classwork (Daily Participation), Peer Reviews, Conferencing, and Portfolios as tools for ongoing assessment.

External Assessment is referred to as Standardized Assessment.
On page 50 of the Theatre Curriculum Framework prepared by CEDFA, the following assessment tools are offered:   (In the Performance Assessment section of the CEDFA section, they are listed again.)

	Assessments for K-6
	Additional Assessments for K-12
	

	Observation

Inquiry

Class discussion/group critique

Interview

Portfolio *  

Demonstration

Self-assessment

Role-play *

Checklist/rating form

Audio/video recording

Projects

Oral critique

Written critique

Journals/logs **


	Oral test

Written test

Oral research report

Written research report

Physical skills test (acting, stagecraft)*

Auditions*

Theatre productions*

Rehearsal notes*

Audience response*

Outside observation*

Critique by experts**

Performances/productions**
	

	*Listed in Framework Only
	
	

	**Listed in Performance Assessment section only
	
	


On page 53 of the Framework, the following rubric is offered as a sample for assessing fifth graders on a small group dramatization of an historical event.  It can be adapted. http://finearts.esc20.net
Dramatization of an Historical Event

	Dimensions
	Excellent Performance
	Acceptable Performance
	Needs Improvement

	Characters
	The dramatization shows at least 3 credible characters and the relationship between the main character(s) and supporting characters.
	The dramatization has at least 3 characters, who are generally believable, although the relationship between the main character(s) and supporting characters is not always clear.
	The dramatization has fewer than 3 characters, or characters do not seem believable.  Relationships are barely perceptible.

	Plot
	The dramatization reflects coherence between the plot, character, and setting.
	The dramatization has a clear plot, but the connections between characters, or the setting may not be clear.
	Plot, character, and setting seem to function independently of one another.



	Historical Accuracy
	The presentation accurately reflects historic influences.
	The presentation is largely accurate in its historic references, but may contain some minor errors.
	Little attention is given to the historic context, or the presentation contains major errors.

	Costumes and Props
	Costumes and props, though minimal, project characterizations to other students in the class.
	Costumes and props are used, but offer only minimal contributions to the characterizations.
	The presentation does not use either costumes or props.

	Stage Setting
	The set is improvised from available materials and helps communicate the group’s intent.
	The set is improvised from available materials but appears to be loosely connected to the group’s intent.
	The presentation does not use a set.

	Use of Safe Practices
	All participants move purposefully on and around the set.
	Most participants move carefully on and around the set.
	Some participants act carelessly on and around the set.



	Quality of Self-Assessment
	Each student analyzes individual and group performances, citing examples from the performance and providing rationales for their conclusions.
	Students analyze their own performance and the group’s, sometimes citing examples and providing rationales for their observations.
	Students talk about the performance but give no qualitative conclusions and little or no rationale for their observations.


Also included in the Assessment section of the website http://finearts.esc20.net, the following is offered as a sample 
Performance Rubric for 5th Grade Theatre.
	Dimensions
	Excellent Performance
	Acceptable Performance
	Needs Improvement

	Concentration
	The student sustains involvement in playing and consistently focuses on the intent of the group
	With a few exceptions, the student is involved in playing and is focused on the intent of the group.
	The student displays sporadic involvement in playing, occasionally withdrawing or distracting other students.

	Imagination
	The student contributes original ideas, reacts spontaneously, incorporates imaginative detail, and solves problems creatively.
	The student contributes some ideas and uses some creative detail.
	The student primarily copies other students or withdraws.

	Narrative Elements
	The student plays the story line in segments and sequences and connects the story line in a logical order.
	The student’s playing usually supports the story line, and segments are usually connected logically.
	The story line is confusing.  The playing often lacks logical connections.

	Interaction/

Cooperation
	The student works with other students collaboratively and contributes to the group effort, listening, sharing, and combining personal ideas with those of others.
	The student considers the ideas of others as having value to the group and attempts to incorporate them in the playing, personal ideas with those of others.
	The student monopolizes, withdraws from the group, or makes clearly inappropriate contributions.

	Use of Body and Voice
	The student expresses ideas and feelings, using creative, interpretive movement, and dialogue based on sensory and emotional recall.
	The student expresses ideas and feelings through movement and dialogue.
	The student fails to express ideas and feeling through movement or voice.  Dialogue may seem borrowed or artificial.

	Technical Elements
	Costumes, props, and sets are safe and creative.  They communicate intent and support the story line and characterization.
	Costumes, props, and sets are safe and generally related to intent.  They contribute to characterization and story line.
	Costumes, props, and sets are absent or unsafe and are not clearly related to characterization or story line.

	Evaluation
	The student analyzes individual and group performances, commenting with specific, thoughtful observation.  Critiques are constructive and pertinent and reveal clear understanding of the observed performance.
	The student analyzes individual and group performances with specific observations.  Critiques are usually constructive and pertinent and reveal some understanding of observed performances.
	The student analyzes performances using generalities.  Critiques may be vague, destructive, or insensitive, or reveal little understanding of the observed performance.


The staff at CEDFA warns 

· Don’t expect to get the rubric exactly right the first time.  It must be field tested and adjusted based on actual use.

· The rubric is not a checklist.  The rubric provides a guide to analyzing the total performance or project.

· A student performance or project may not fall neatly into one level. …  The score assigned should be the level that most closely resembles the performance.

The following samples were found at rcampus.com

Teacher___________________Student_______________________Date____________

Class/Period____________________ Score________________________

Sample Rubric

Theatre History Group Project Presentation                                     
Grade Levels: 6-8

	Activity:

(Specific title)


	Poor

10 pts
	Fair 

14 pts


	Good  

 18 points


	Excellent

 20 pts

	Participation

Did each member of the group participate in the presentation?
	One member of the group seemed to have all the information and the others simply followed suit.
	Some members of the group did everything, while others stood by
	Most members of the group participated, but some not as much as others
	All members of the group participated fully.

	Accuracy

Was the information presented accurately?
	Most of the information was incorrect or incomplete
	Some of the information was incorrect or incomplete
	Most of the information was correct and accurate, with one or two mistakes
	All of the information was accurate and true for the assigned time period.

	Environment
Did the group make an effort to create an environment like their time period?
	None or very little effort was made to create an environment
	The group moved us to a different place, but no other effort was made.
	The group moved us to a different place and did one other thing 

(such as music, food, or costumes) to help create an environment
	The group moved us to a different place and did other things ( such as music, food, or costumes) to help create an environment.

	Topics

Did the group include information on the 4 required topice (food, architecture, entertainment and clothing)?
	Only one of the topics was covered in any way.
	Two of the required topics were covered with substantial amounts of information.
	Three of the four topics were covered well.  (The fourth may have been mentioned.)
	The group covered all four topics completely.

	Preparation

Did the group seem completely prepared to do their presentation?
	One member of the group was prepared.
	Most of the group was unprepared
	Most of the group was prepared with visual aids, handouts, examples, note cards, etc.
	All of the group was prepared to give their presentation with visuals.

	Quiz

Did the group give a quiz relevant to the information presented?
	No quiz was given
	A quiz was given, but it did not address the information presented  - or an incomplete quiz was given
	A quiz was given, but some of the questions seemed irrelevant or were not covered in the presentation
	A complete, relevant quiz was given that covered only the information presented


Comments:

 www.rubricstudio.com
Teacher___________________Student_______________________Date____________

Class/Period____________________ Score________________________

Sample Rubric *
First Monologue







Grade Level: 9-12
	The student will perform a monologue focusing on vocal delivery and basic emotional believability.

	Poor

1 pt
	Fair 

2 pts


	Good  

 3 points


	Excellent

 4 pts

	Voice

30%
	Difficult to hear and understand the actor’s voice
	Projection and articulation need developing
	Projection and articulation were clear for the most part
	Strong projection and articulation

	Line memorization

20%
	Little or no effort in line recall
	Several lines were lost; difficulty recovering
	Good memorization with a few hesitations; recovered
	Flawless memorization; appeared to have no problems with delivery

	Emotional Believability

30 %
	Monotone delivery; no emotional connection
	Little emotional attempt; lacks believability
	Emotional choices made; some choices were not parallel to script; somewhat believable
	Clear emotional choice; Believable



	Focus/Concentration

20%
	Lack of focus; broke character completely and could not recover
	Inconsistent focus; broke character more than once
	Focus was strong; slight character break. Appeared confident
	Excellent focus; never broke character. Confidnet and poised.


* Although no explanation was given, I think the author of this rubric intended to award the points across the top, but the percentages in the first column indicate how much each skill counts toward the total grade of 100%.  

Teacher___________________Student_______________________Date____________

Class/Period____________________ Score________________________

This is Sample Self-Assessment Rubric for a Physical Education activity, but can be adapted for use with any class by changing the Criteria and the wording for the descriptors

Sample Self-Assessment Rubric                        


Grade Levels:  9-12 

	P.E. Criteria:


	Poor

O pts
	Fair

1 pt


	Good 

3 pts


	Excellent

5 pts

	Punctuality
	I was Tardy without an excuse
	I was 3 or more minutes late
	I was 1-2 minutes late
	I was on time

	Preparedness
	I did not wear appropriate attire and shoes
	I did not wear sneakers
	I did not change my shirt
	I wore appropriate attire and sneakers.

	Effort
	I demonstrated little or no effort to participate effectively
	My effort was inconsistent and not always positively directed.  I needed constant encouragement
	My effort was good but could be negatively influenced by the behavior of others.
	I was actively involved, displayed a positive attitude, and worked to the best of my ability.

	Sportsmanship
	I constantly put down others for not performing well or I made fun of how they performed.
	I was unwilling to participate with others during the activity.
	I only put down classmates for not doing well one time.
	I am a good winner and loser. I play for fun and exercise. I encourage classmates in nice ways.

	Attitude
	I displayed a negative attitude by complaining about the activity the whole class period.
	I displayed a negative attitude by complaining about the activity more than once and I did not work to the best of my ability.
	I complained about the activity once but I tried to the best of my ability.
	I displayed a positive attitude.  I tried my best without complaining even when I did not like the activity.


Comments:  Possible Points - 125
www.rubricstudio.com


This is Sample Rubric for Daily P. E. Requirements, but can be adapted for use with any class by changing the Criteria in the first column.

Grade Levels:  6-8, 9-12                                      Weekly Grades based on Daily Points

	Participate and Cooperate


	Poor

O pts
	Fair

15 pt


	Good 

20 pts


	Excellent

25 pts

	Warm up activities

Report to your designated area and follow instructions for warm up
	No participation in warm-up activities
	Participate cooperatively and actively in some warm-up activities
	Participate cooperatively and actively in most warm-up activities
	Participate cooperatively and actively in all warm- up activities.

	Physical activity

Usually 20 minutes combination  of individual or group sport, fitness, or game activities
	Participates actively for less than half of required time
	Participates actively for half of required time
	Participates actively for ¾ of the required time
	Participates actively for all of the required time

	Equipment management

Follows instructor’s requests about retrieving, returning and taking care of equipment
	Refused to return any equipment he/she used that day.
	Returned some of the equipment he/she used that day.
	Returned most of the equipment he/she used that day.
	Returned all of the equipment he/she used that day.

	Fully Dressed Out Clothing appropriate for exercise as designated by teacher: t- shirt, short, exercise pants, tennis shoes, etc.
	No change of clothes
	Changed shoes only
	Changed top or bottom and shoes.
	Changed completely into appropriate attire with appropriate shoes


Comments:  Possible Points - 100
www.rubricstudio.com


The following Rubric Samples were done for music classes, but you can change the Criteria and use the form if it works for theatre.
Rubric Sample #1 for Assessing

Individual Growth and Improvement in Musicianship*
(* Weekly, or special assignment/project.  Can also be used for a sectional grade:  soprano, alto, etc; brass, woodwinds, etc.)

Title of Song/Exercise ____________________________________________________

Student’s Name___________________________Date____________Class/Period_____________

	
	      Score

 0  1  2  3  4  
	
	             Criteria


	
	
	
	Student uses good breath support; sings phrases correctly

	
	
	
	Student’s tone quality is good

	
	
	
	Student’s diction is precise; beginning and ending consonants can be heard and understood.

	
	
	
	Student sings voice  part  accurately with the group or independently

	
	
	
	Student can identify and  explain time signatures

	
	
	
	Student can sing accurate rhythms

	
	
	
	Student can identify and explain key signatures

	
	
	
	Student can sing on pitch

	
	
	
	Student can sight read part

	
	
	
	Student interprets the composer’s intent correctly.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


4 =   Excellent                     =   A
3    =  Good
                  =  B
2    =   Satisfactory                =   C
1    =   Unsatisfactory            =   D
0    =   Failure                        =   F
PAISD Grading Scale

	A
	B
	C
	D
	F

	90-100
	80-89
	75-79
	70-74
	69 or below


Rubric Sample #1 for Assessing
Individual Growth and Improvement in Musicianship
Composite Assessment after 3 weeks________________________________________
Student’s Name___________________________Date____________Class/Period_____________

	
	      Score

 0  1  2  3  4  
	
	             Criteria


	
	
	
	Student uses good breath support; sings phrases correctly

	
	
	
	Student’s tone quality is good

	
	
	
	Student’s diction is precise; beginning and ending consonants can be heard and understood.

	
	
	
	Student sings voice  part  accurately with the group or independently

	
	
	
	Student can identify and  explain time signatures

	
	
	
	Student can sing accurate rhythms

	
	
	
	Student can identify and explain key signatures

	
	
	
	Student can sing on pitch

	
	
	
	Student can sight read part

	
	
	
	Student interprets the composer’s intent correctly.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


5 =   Excellent                      =   A
3    =   Good
                   =  B
2    =   Satisfactory                 =   C
1    =   Unsatisfactory            =   D
0    =   Failure                        =   F
PAISD Grading Scale

	A
	B
	C
	D
	F

	90-100
	80-89
	75-79
	70-74
	69 or below


Rubric Sample #2 for Assessing Individual Growth and Improvement in Musicianship*
(* Weekly, or special assignment/project.  Can also be used for a sectional grade:  soprano, alto, etc; brass, woodwinds, etc.)

Title of Song/Exercise ____________________________________________________

Student’s Name___________________________Date____________Class/Period_____________

	          Yes/Good
	    Sometimes/ Satisfactory
	       No/

Unsatisfactory
	             Criteria


	
	
	
	Student uses good breath support; sings phrases correctly

	
	
	
	Student’s tone quality is good

	
	
	
	Student’s diction is precise; beginning and ending consonants can be heard and understood.

	
	
	
	Student sings voice  part  accurately with the group or independently

	
	
	
	Student can identify and  explain time signatures

	
	
	
	Student can sing accurate rhythms

	
	
	
	Student can identify and explain key signatures

	
	
	
	Student can sing on pitch

	
	
	
	Student can sight read part

	
	
	
	Student interprets the composer’s intent correctly.

	      3 points
	          2 points
	   1 point
	

	27 – 30 = A

23 – 26 = B

19 – 22 = C

15 – 18 = D

17 – Below = F
	 Excellent

 Good
 Satisfactory

 Unsatisfactory   
 Failure
	 
	


PAISD Grading Scale

	A
	B
	C
	D
	F

	90-100
	80-89
	75-79
	70-74
	69 or below


Rubric Sample #2 for Assessing Individual Growth and Improvement in Musicianship
Composite Assessment after 3 weeks________________________________________
Student’s Name___________________________Date____________Class/Period_____________

	          Yes
	       Sometimes
	       No
	             Criteria


	
	
	
	Student uses good breath support; sings phrases correctly

	
	
	
	Student’s tone quality is good

	
	
	
	Student’s diction is precise; beginning and ending consonants can be heard and understood.

	
	
	
	Student sings voice  part  accurately with the group or independently

	
	
	
	Student can identify and  explain time signatures

	
	
	
	Student can sing accurate rhythms

	
	
	
	Student can identify and explain key signatures

	
	
	
	Student can sing on pitch

	
	
	
	Student can sight read part

	
	
	
	Student interprets the composer’s intent correctly.

	      3 points
	          2 points
	   1 point
	

	27 – 30 = A

23 – 26 = B

19 – 22 = C

15 – 18 = D

17 – Below = F
	 Excellent

 Good
 Satisfactory

 Unsatisfactory   
 Failure
	 
	


PAISD Grading Scale

	A
	B
	C
	D
	F

	90-100
	80-89
	75-79
	70-74
	69 or below


Sample Three Weeks Grade

Student Makes “A”

Student’s Name___________________________Date____________
Class/Period_____________
	
	Score  N/A  0  1   2    3    4
	
	Criteria

	
	                       3     =    89
	
	Daily Participation

	
	                       4     =  100
	
	Journal Writing

	
	                       N/A
	
	Contributing words to Word Wall

	
	                        4    =   100
	
	Understanding and Using Vocabulary Correctly

	
	                        3    =     89
	
	Increased Creativity

	
	                        4    =   100
	
	Using Thinking Maps correctly

	
	                        4     =  100
	
	Composite Musicianship Score

	
	Total:                 96    A
	
	


n/a – teacher supplied all the words

 PAISD Grading Scale

	 A
	B
	C
	D
	F

	90-100
	80-89
	75-79
	70-74
	69 or below


Sample Three Weeks Grade

Student Makes “B”

Student’s Name___________________________Date____________
Class/Period_____________
	
	Score  N/A  0  1   2    3    4
	
	Criteria

	
	                       3     =    89
	
	Daily Participation

	
	                       4     =  100
	
	Journal Writing

	
	                       N/A  
	
	Contributing words to Word Wall

	
	                        2    =    79
	
	Understanding and Using Vocabulary Correctly

	
	                        2    =    79
	
	Increased Creativity

	
	                        3    =    89
	
	Using Thinking Maps correctly

	
	                        4     =  100
	
	Composite Musicianship Score

	
	Total:                 89   = B
	
	


n/a – teacher supplied all the words

 PAISD Grading Scale

	 A
	B
	C
	D
	F

	90-100
	80-89
	75-79
	70-74
	69 or below


Sample Three Weeks Grade

Student Makes “C”

Student’s Name___________________________Date____________
Class/Period_____________
	
	Score  N/A  0  1   2    3    4
	
	Criteria

	
	                       2                    = 79
	
	Daily Participation

	
	                       2                    = 79
	
	Journal Writing

	
	                       N/A
	
	Contributing words to Word Wall

	
	                        2                   =  79
	
	Understanding and Using Vocabulary Correctly

	
	                       1                    =  74
	
	Increased Creativity

	
	                        2                   =  79
	
	Using Thinking Maps correctly

	
	                        2                   =  79
	
	Composite Musicianship Score

	
	Total:                      78  C
	
	


n/a – teacher supplied all the  words

 PAISD Grading Scale

	 A
	B
	C
	D
	F

	90-100
	80-89
	75-79
	70-74
	69 or below


Sample Three Weeks Grade

Student Makes “D”

Student’s Name___________________________Date____________
Class/Period_____________
	
	Score  N/A  0  1   2    3    4
	
	Criteria

	
	                       1    =    74
	
	Daily Participation

	
	                       1    =    74
	
	Journal Writing

	
	                       N/A
	
	Contributing words to Word Wall

	
	                        2    =    79
	
	Understanding and Using Vocabulary Correctly

	
	                        2    =    79
	
	Increased Creativity

	
	                        1    =    70
	
	Using Thinking Maps correctly

	
	                        1    =    74
	
	Composite Musicianship Score

	
	Total:                 75      D
	
	


n/a – teacher supplied all the words

 PAISD Grading Scale

	 A
	B
	C
	D
	F

	90-100
	80-89
	75-79
	70-74
	69 or below
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