Science Journals – Elementary 
Primary Journals (PK – 2)

Prekindergarten through second grade students should keep science journals because this is how a “real” scientist works. However, the format used and the way entries are recorded depends on the level of the student. For example,  journals (especially early in the school year) may contain more pictures and one or two word entries. Teachers may also record entries for students in class or group journals (PK-1). 
Teachers should make professional decisions as to how often journal entries should be made; however the goal should be to record in the journal at least once a week.
PK-1 teachers should work with their principals, grade level chairs, and supervisors to finalize the format that works best for them at their school.

The goal for second grade students is that they progress to keeping individual journals by the end of the school year. Although second grade may begin the year by keeping class or group journals, they should be able to progress to more formal journal entries and follow the outline in the science curriculum guide and listed below beginning in January.
Intermediate Journals (3 – 5)

Students in grades 3 – 5 will keep formal journals beginning the first week of school. These journals will follow the format described in the science curriculum guide. Teachers who feel that In/Out/Through headings are not always clear to students may use the following format: 

(In)

Objective, Vocabulary, Openers, Focus Activity
(Out)

Independent Activities, Homework, Pupil Products

(Through)
Today’s Lesson (notes, lab reports, Thinking Maps, diagrams, main idea, informal assessments, foldables ...)


Summary: Today I learned .....

A table of contents must be included at the front of the journal. A two-page format will be used so that students may easily see the lesson at a glance. Each page must be numbered and dated.

See Attachment for examples.

