Journaling:   Fine Arts, Physical Education, Health (and other Non-Core Subjects)
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In fine arts, physical education, and other non-core subjects, PK-12, journaling may tend to lean more toward a creative nature, and may lead to the creation of a presentation portfolio as students mature and progress through school, toward graduation.    It may become an essential tool of communication and might also become an important part in the admissions process toward a higher education – college or technical school. The PAISD suggested format for keeping a journal may be used in these classes – with the following approved adjustments.  
Because of the large number of students in these non-core classes, group journaling by unit or event may be preferred depending on the nature of the project and the expected product. 
For example, if the art class is studying Cubism, the Objectives (In) will take several weeks to cover.  The Vocabulary (Focus) will consist of generic terminology as well as specific terms unique to the unit.  One of the Products (Out) from this unit will certainly be to create art using Cubism.  Another may be to do research on the phases of Cubism, and another on the artists from that period, etc.  The groups may do collective journal entries as they proceed which might be spot-checked and graded weekly, or at the end of the unit.  On the other hand, students who are more emotionally affected by the project may also want to keep a separate journal because some of the work may be assigned as Homework, or as an Independent Activity within the group.  Therefore, Mastery of a Skill, Individual or Group Performance (class or public), Participation in an Event or Contest, Mastering the Keyboard (computer or instrumental), etc., would provide the  (Through) process in the PAISD journaling model.  Also, using Thinking Maps, graphic organizers, videos, DVDs, etc. to relate and/or work through the process also would apply.  (Summary) would be self-evaluation and written expressions of what was learned and how it relates to them.
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 Three Musicians, 1921, Pablo Picasso.  Example of Cubism.
The PAISD Journal Review, located elsewhere on this webpage, can be used for checking compliance.   It is recommended that personnel from non-core areas should be included on the campus’ monitoring team.
